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Editor's Note 



The historical background of the military units of the SS - the 
German Nazi Party's political security organisation - Is summarized 
in the first title in this sequence. MAA 401 , The Waffen-SS (1): 

I. to 5. Divisions, together with the records of the premier divisions. 
Those covered in MAA 404 S 415, ...(2) 6. to 10. Divisions, & ...13) 

II. to 23. Divisions, were raised between 1941 and 1943. 
General explanations of Waffen-SS rank structure and titles, 
and of universal uniform and insignia practice, will be found 
In MAA 401 , and are not repeated here. 

Regarding the lists of commanders which head each chapter, 
a division was normally a command for a major-general 
(SS-Brigadefiihrer, abbrev. SS-Brigaf) or lieutenant-general 
(SS-Gruppenfuhrer, SS-Gruf). Occasionally, when a formation 
was understrength or had been reduced to a mere 'battlegroup', 
command was held by a brigadier (SS-Oberfuhrer, SS-Oberf), a 
colonel (SS-Standartenfuhrer. SS-Staf) or even a lieutenant-colonel 
(SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer. SS-Ostubaf). 

The listings of principal elements of each division are abridged, 
Including only main combat units - in the order infantry, infantry 
reconnaissance (Fusilier), tank/armoured assault gun, anti-tank, 
artillery, anti-aircraft, motorized reconnaissance, and engineer. 
All divisions included a range of additional support and service 
units, almost invariably identified by the divisional number. 
Units often bore several successive numbers and titles, sometimes 
over short periods and only patchily documented. For more 
detailed analysis than space allows here, readers are directed to 
such reference works as Bender & Taylor, Uniforms, Organization 
& History of the Waffen-SS. Vols 1-5 (Mountain View, California. 
1969-82); and to the website http://www.wssob.com for more 
up-to-date notes on the higher numbered formations. 
After Oct 1943 infantry regimental numbering was rationalized 
throughout the W-SS, with sequential numbers irrespective of exact 
designation as Mountain Rifles, Grenadiers, etc: e.g. the infantry 
units of 24. Waffen Gebirgs (Karstjager) Div der SS were numbered 
as W Gebjr Regts der SS 59 & 60, and those of 25. W Gren Div 
der SS Hunyadi as W Gren Regts der SS 61. 62 & 63, and so on. 

Finally, it is a matter of record that the Waffen-SS as a whole 
earned a dual reputation: in some cases, for remarkable aggression 
and stamina in combat, and in others, for murderous atrocity 
against civilians and prisoners. As throughout these Men-at-Arms 
titles, this book is concerned solely with brief, factual organization 
and campaign histories of the separate formations, and the 
evolving uniforms, insignia and equipment of their personnel. 



Artist's Note 



Readers may care to note thai the original paintings from which 
the colour plates in this book were prepared are available for 
private sale. All reproduction copyright whatsoever is retained 
by the Publishers. All enquiries should be addressed to: 

Stephen Andrew, 

87 Ellisland, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow G66 2UA, Scotland 

The Publishers regret that they can enter into no correspondence 
upon this matter. 



THE WAFFEN-SS (4) 
24. to 38. DIVISIONS 



INTRODUCTION 



Leon Degrelle, at this date a 
subaltern in the Belgian Assault 
Brigade Wallonien, talking to 
an SS war correspondent some 
time in summer 1943. The Army 
pattern Edelweiss sleeve patch 
was acquired by the Walloon 
volunteer regiment before its 
transfer to the Wnffcn-SS in 
June 1943. The journalist, with 
a private's plain black patch 
on the dark green collar of his 
M1936-style tunic, is identified 
by the cuff title 'SS-Kriegs- 
berichter'. (Josef Charita) 




By 1944, when che units >uND formations covered in thistexl began 
to appear in the Waffen-SS order of battle, the relaxation of the 
original standards demanded of recruits to this most elitist of the 
< lerman armed servii es was complete. 

The determination <>l the Reichsfuhrer-SS, Heinrich Himmler, to 
expand the milium arm of liis empire had led. in 1939-41, to the 
transfer of German SS-Totenkopfstandarte security guard units into 
SS-l >i\ isious (or front line service (with mixed results), and into the SS- 
Brigades of Ids personal anti-partisan command operating behind the 
lines in Russia - the Kommandostab RI-SS. This was paralleled by the 
recruitment in 1940— Hi ol non-Germans ol acceptably 'Germanic' racial 
origin: al first Western European, Scandinavian and Baltic volunteers, 
and later ethnic Germans or 'Volksdeutsche' from occupied or allied 
Eastern states (principally the Balkans and Hungary). Their eihnic 
difference from the original 'Reiehsdeutsche' divisions was signalled l>\ 
their assembly into SS-Freiwilligen or "Volunteer' div isions - a title thai 
was less than accurate in main cases. 

In the race of huge losses on the Eastern Front, 
and the need to police the vast territories occupied 
in the East and Balkans, in 1943 Himmler and his 
recruitment chief, SS-( )grul ( iottloh Berger, finally 
abandoned Nazi racial obsessions and accepted 
Slavs and even Balkan Muslims as cannon-fodder, 
in what were eventual!) titled Waffen Divisionen 
der SS ('Armed Divisions of the SS'). 

I he crises of 1944-45 would see actual or 
nominal 'divisions' formed from an increasing!) 
motle) range ol manpower sources. The best ol 
these were the. survivors ol the Western European 
volunteer regiments or 'legions', now used as the 
nuclei for expanded brigades and tlnall) 
divisions, bulked oul with men from various other 
sources including Volksdeutsche conscripts. The 
drive to gather up ethnic Germans and < ollabora- 
tionisi foreigners, to form several new divisions, 
would become ever less discriminating. Drabs of 
bewildered (lerman airmen and sailors for whom 
there were no longei ain raft, ships ot fuel tnighl 
find themselves transferred al the stroke of a pen 
into the Waffen-SS, and thrust into gaps in the 
Russian Front after the sketchiest preparation. 



SS-Untersturmfuhrer Gunther 
Knoll, serving on the staff of 
V SS Volunteer Mountain Corps 
(the edge of the SS mountain 
troops' Edelweiss is just visible 
on his right sleeve). A corps 
command had a varying order- 
of-battle: units assigned as 
'corps troops' under direct 
command tended to be attached 
for longer periods, but the 
various component divisions 
were often transferred from 
one corps to another at short 
intervals. V SS-Freiwilligen 
Gebirgs Armeekorps was formed 
in Yugoslavia under SS-Ogruf 
Artur Phleps in July 1943, 
initially as the higher command 
for 7. SS-Div Prim Eugen and 
the new 13. SS-Div Handschar 
plus Army units. The SS- 
Karstwehr Bataillon was listed 
among its corps units. 



Training school and depot personnel would he assembled around 
worn-down bank-groups into 'paper' SS divisions with minimal 
armament and transport The retreating Fronl line caught up with sinistei 
'anti-partisan' gangs of German criminals and Foreign renegade! 
redesignated as combat divisions, who sometimes met a richl) deserved 
laic ai the bands of the avenging Red Army. 

Units quoted from Fragmentary official documents as components oi 
late-war Formations max never actually have been Formed, or ma) havfl 
served dispersed without ever being assembled undei effective divisional 
command. The battlefield value of these units was wildly uneven; btiti 
remarkably, a lev, of them Fought on stubbornly amid the ruins until die 
very last hours of die Third Reich. 



THE DIVISIONS: 

24. WAFFEN GEBIRGS (KARSTJAGER) 
DIVISION DER SS 




Designations 

I942 SS-Karstwehr Bataillon 

September I '.I I I '_' I. V\'aHcn-( Jcbirgs ( Karsijagci ) Division dcr SS 

December I'M I Waffen Gebirgs (Karstjager) Brigade derSS 

Commanders 

Dec 1944 SS-Ohersturrnbannfuhrer Karl Marx: Dec 1944— Feb 1943 

SS-Sturmbannffihrer Werner llahn: Feb-May 1945 SS-Oberfuhre| 
Adoll Wagner 

Principal elements 

Waffen-Gebirgsjager Regiment dcr SS 59; Waffen-Gebirgsjagej 
Regiment dcr ss 60; SS-Panzer Kompanie; Waffen-Gebirgs Artillern 
Regiment dcr SS 24; SS-Gebirgs Pionier Kompanie 24 

Campaigns 

In J line-August \9V2 an SS-karstwchr Kompanie was formed lor anti- 
partisan duties in the high alpine terrain ol the Karsl - the 
mountainous border areas between Italy. Austria and Slovenia. In 
November it was ordered expanded to battalion strength, with 
|^ just under 500 men. Spending the first hall ol I943trairunj 
in Austria, it was committed to ac tion alter the Italian 
surrender that September, disarming Italian troops .it 

ITaravisto and protecting ethnic German communities 
around Camporosso and Boscaverde. Between ( )ctobej 
1943 and June 1944, headquartered at Gradisca, it 
carried out anti-partisan actions in northern Itah 
around Trieste, Udine and the Lstrian peninsula, and! 
unit strength increased to just under 1. 000 men. Injun 
1944, Himmler ordered it upgraded to a division' with 
an establishment ol li.liOO. mulct the supervision of the 
notorious SS-G'ruf Odilo Globocnik, Higher SS &. 
Police* Leader lor the Adriatic cc taslul region. 1 





A grainy but extremely rare 
photograph of the 'H' collar 
patch being worn, in the identity 
photo from the paybook of 
a Hungarian soldier from 25. 
W Gren Div der SS Hunyadi. 
(Gary Wood) 



In August— November Korstjdger continued its 
anti-partisan operations in the same areas; Inn In 
December 1944 its strength had siill only reached 
around 3,000 men, and the division was down- 
graded to brigade status, Early in 1945 ii dashed 
with partisans supported by British troops in the 
Julian Alps. In the closing weeks of the war the 
brigade was attached to a Kampfgruppe under 
SS-Brigaf Heinz Harmel, Former commander ol 
the Frundsberg Division (see MAA 104. page 46), 
which successfully held open die karawanken 
passes for German units retreating from the 
Balkans into Austria, so thai they could make 
their surrender to British troops. On 9 Ma) 1945, 
Karstjdgei surrendered to the British 6th Armoured 
Division - ii was one of the ver) last < lerman units 
to lay down its ai ins. 

Special insignia 

A right hand collar patch was manufactured 
showing a stylised flower, but ii is believed that 

no examples were ever issued or worn, and thai 
personnel wore die SS-runes. 



25. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 
DER SS HUNYADI (ungarische Nr.1) 



Designations 

April I'M I 25. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Division 

November I94 I 25. Waffen-< Grenadier Division der SS Hunyadi 
(ungarische Nr. I ) 

Commanders 

Nov 1 944 SS-Oberfuhrer Thomas M filler: Aw I'M-May /«//5 Waflen- 
( Iruppenfuhrer [ozel ( irass) 

Principal elements 

Waffen Grenadier Regimen) der SS 61; Waffen Grenadier Regiment der 
ss (i^; Waffen Grenadiei Regiment. der SS (>:i: Waffen Schi Bataillon 
der ss 25; Waffen Artillerie Regiment der ss 25 

Campaigns 

in < )ctober 1944 the Germans overthrew die Hungarian government of 
Adnil llorihv, who had heen planning a separate armistice with die 
USSR, and installed a compliant lascisi regime undei Berenc Szalasi, 
leader of the Arrow Cross movement. Almost immediately the 
I lungarians were instructed to prov ide die manpower lor two Waffen-SS 



1 Himmler created the position of Hdhere-SS und Polizeiluhrer (HSSPF). appointing a senior officer - usually an 
SS-Grul or SS-Ogrut - in every military district (WehrkreisJ m Germany and in the occupied territories. They were 
effectively Himmler 's personal representatives tn the region, and on occasion had control of Waffen-SS as well 
as the usual police and secunty forces. 

2 Janos Hunyadi (C1387-I456) was Captain-General ol Hungary, and her greatest leader in the wars against 
the Turks in the 1440s-50s. 





The collar patch of the 25. Div 
Hunyadi. Although it is likely 
that many of the division's 
soldiers wore either plain black 
collar patches or the SS-runes, 
there is clear photographic 
evidence for the wearing of this 
patch in both enlisted ranks' 
and cord-edged officers' formats. 



divisions. The lirsi began to Form in November, 
from almost 17,00(1 Hungarian soldiers of the 
I ionved 1 3th l)i\ and including a ski battalion, By 
January 1945 oxer 20,000 men bad hern 
assembled at the Neuhammer I raining grounds in 
Germany, but were desperately short of weapons, 
vehicles and oilier supplies. 
I In February the Red Army was approaching 

ft Neuhammer; the division was rapidly evacuated. 
A apart from a Kampfgruppe - this rearguard was 
B annihilated. Ii\ April I94"> Hunyadi had 
withdrawn into Austria where, on 3 May, ii was 
finally involved in serious (if brief) combat, 
against L'S Third Army Ibices. The Hungarians knocked out live 
Shermans but suffered heavy casualties, surrendering on 1-3 May near 
the Atlersee. 

Special insignia 

A right hand collar patch featuring a large block letter 'H' was 
manufactured, and worn by members of this division. An armshield with 
the Hungarian colours was proposed, bul ii is uncertain if an) were evei 
manufactured or issued. 



26. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 

DER SS (ungarische Nr.2) 



Designation 

27 Dec L944-Ma> 



104.") 26. Waffen Grenadier Division dei 

(ungarische Nr.2). Some sources slate that the 
title H angaria was awarded on 20 January 1945. 



Commanders 

Nov 1944-Jan 1945 SS-Standartenfuhrer Roll Tiemann. Waffen- 
Qberfuhrer Zoltan Pisky, SS-Oberfuhrer Laszlo Deak; Jan-Mar 1945 
SS-Brigadefuhrer Bert hold Mack; Mar-May 1945 Waffen-Gruppen- 
fuhrer Jozei ( Irassy 

Principal elements (projected) 

Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der SS 04, 65 & 66; VVaficn-Schi Bataillon 
dei SS 26; SS-Panzer Bataillon 20 



Campaigns 

This division was authorised ai the same time as Hunyadi, but by the 
end of 1044 only about 3,000 Hungarian troops had been taken on 
strength, with a li.rther ">,000 civilian conscripts. B\ January 1945 the 
'paper' numbers had risen to around 13,000, of whom some 10.000 
conscripts were still without uniforms or weapons. The new division was 
to be equipped and trained at Sieddratz, Poland, where Hungarians came 
under sporadic attack by Polish partisans in midjanuarv while scav enging 
for lood. On I I January, barely a week after some heavy weapons were 
issued, these were confiscated by 9. Annee for use against the Soviet 



winter offensive. The approach of the Red Army forced the division to 
retreat westwards ii> the Oder River, losing some 2,500 casualties along 
the way. In Februarj 1945 the remainder joined their compatriots ol the 
Hunyadi at the Neuhammer training grounds, but were forced to 
withdraw with them into Austria; this division also contributed men to the 
doomed rearguard. Men of the division surrendered to US troops at the 
Attersee on 3—5 May. 

\n special insignia were introduced lor this division; some ol those 
who received uniforms may have worn the SS-runes collar patch. 

27. SS-FREIWILLIGEN GRENADIER 
DIVISION LANGEMARCK 
(flamische Nr.1) 



A Hungarian sleeve shield with 
a black raven over the national 
colours of red/white/green. 
Although this is believed to have 
been manufactured during the 
war, no photographic evidence 
for its having been worn has yet 
emerged. 



Designations 

Jul) 1941 
May L943 
October 1943 
October 194 I 



SS-Freiwilligen Legion Flandera 
SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade Langemarvk 
6. SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade Langemarck 
'_'7. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Division Langemarck 
(flamische Nr.1 ) 



Commanders 

Apr-July 1941 SS-Standartenfuhrer Reich; July 1941-Apr 1942 SS- 
Sturmbannfuhrer Michael Lippert; Apr-June 1 942 SS-Standartenfuhrer 
Hans-Albert von Lettow-Vorbeck; June-July 1942 SS-Obersturm- 
bannfuhrer Fitzhum; July 1942— May 1945 SS-Qbersturmbannfuhrer 
Konrad Schellone 




Principal elements, late 1944 

SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regiment 66; SS- 
Freiwilligen ( Irenadier Regiment 67; SS-Freiwilligen 
( Irenadier Regiment 68 

Campaigns 

As described in MAA 41.5, the successful German 
invasions of Scandinavia and Western Europe in 
May-June 1940 were soon followed by recruitment 
of volunteer Waffen-SS 'legions' in the occupied 
Netherlands, Belgium and Scandinavia. In 
Belgium thriving nationalist movements - mainly 
the Rexists in French-speaking YVallonia. and the 
Vlaamsch Nationaal Verbond in Flanders - had 
been sympathetic to Germany; and the Flemish- 
speaking element ol the Belgian population were 
considered as racially 'Germanic'. In December 
1940 a Dutch/Belgian Flemish regiment, entitled 

3 In April 1942 a former SS-Totenkopt Standarle, SS-lnl Regl 4 ol 2. SS-Inf 
Bde (mot.), was awarded this honour title, the name ot a famous World War I 
battle in the Ypres Salient of Flanders. That June the unit was merged with the 
divisional motorcycle battalion of 2.SS-Div Das Retch to form an unnumbered 
infantry regiment of that name within the division, tn 1943 this latter provided 
cadres, and the honour title, for the Flemish assault brigade. 




SS-Hauptsturmfuhrer Konrad 
Schellong, who would become 
commander of the Langemarck 
from July 1942 until the end 
of the war. Schellong was 
decorated with the Knight's 
Cross on 28 February 1945, 
when the remnant of this 
nominal division - actually of 
no more than brigade strength - 
were fighting desperately on the 
collapsing Oder front. Note that 
he wears the SS-runes collar 
patch rather than the Trifos. 



WesUand, became pan of the new 5. SS-Division 
Wikinir (sec MAA KM ): .mil in April 194] a further 
Flemish-speaking volunteei regimenl was formed 
under the title Freiwilligen Standarte Nordwest 
Aftfi] the German invasion of Russia in June 1941 
the Dutch and Belgian-Flemish elements of iliis 
uuii were separated into two new national 
regiments, the Freiwilligen Legion Niederlande 
and Frw Legion Flandern. 

Despite the willingness of many Flemings to 
enlist, die Legion suffered from die same 
problems thai were to dog mam foreign SS 
units. There was a gull between the propaganda 
of the recruiters and the actual conditions <>l 
service. The former stressed national identity, 
exaggerated the degree of independence thai 
would be enjoyed, and at fust made such 
promises as the retention of former Belgian Army 
ranks, and even that service would be limited 
to local policing duties. Once in uniform the 
recruits found these promises to he worthless; 
they were harshlv treated by German officers and 
NCOs, and morale plunged. Himmler had to 
intervene personally to improve this culture; hut 
in November 19 11 the Legion, about 1,100 strong 
(ol whom 14 officers and 950 men were Flemish), was judged romhal 
ready and was seni to join the 2. SS-Inf Bde (mot.) in the Novgorod area 
ol the northern Russian Front. 

Between December 19 11 and June 1942 the unit saw repealed heavy 
action around Volkhov - often in concert with the Spanish Blue 
Div ision' - and earned a good reputation, at a high cost in casualties. 

Pulled out in June lor brief rest anil refitting at Heidelager and 
Milovice, Czechoslovakia, it returned to the Leningrad front in August, 
now under the command of Maj Konrad Sc hellong. transferred from 
the U/7,/*/'; Division. For the rest of the year and into spring 1943 the unil 
was frequendy in action alongside Dutch, Norwegian and Latvian 
volunteers, and despite successive hatc hes of replacemcnls it was worn 
away hv combai attrition. 

In April 1943 die survivors were withdrawn to Debica, Poland, and 
Milowice; and the following month the Legion was ordered expanded 
into die 2.200-strong SS Volunteer Assault Brigade Laitgrminrk. Main 
units were two infantry battalions plus a Panzerjager Kompanie, 
Smrmgesehutz Kompanie and Flak Kompanie. Posted back lo the rear 
areas of the F.astern Front, it spent some six months working up before 
being dec hired Combat reach in December 1943. 

That month and die next the Sturmbrigade saw heavy lighting 
around Berdic hev and Zhitomir, being reduced to about 100 men 
while covering the withdrawal ol' the I. SS-Division Leibslandarte Adolf 
Hitler, In February 1911 the brigade was attac hed to a Kampfgruppe 
of die Dim Beich Division, finally falling hack alter suffering up to 
75 per cenl losses. During April-July 1944 the- brigade was rested 
and rebuill in Poland and Bohemia, hi the lace ol the great Soviet 



summer offensive, Operation 'Bagration', a 
battlegroup from the brigade - Kampfgruppe 
Rchniann - was scni io the Narva from west ol 
Leningrad. The) foughl on 25— 29 July alongside 
the Nederland and Wtilloiiirn brigades and 
elements of the 1 1. SS-Division Nordland in the 
defence of Orphanage Hill, from whic h only 'M 
men of the unit survived unwounded, and 
where a young anti-tank gunner named Rem! 
Schrijnen famed die Knight's Cross for sustained 
heroism. The survivors were evacuated bv sea 
back to < iermany. 

Ai Soltau on 1 8 October 1911 the brigade 
was upgraded to divisional stains, its roughly 
8,000 men being reinforced with drafts from 
the I uftwaffe and Kriegsmarine, die Flemish 
Allgemeine-SS and Labour Service, the Ylaamse 
Waach militia, Flemish conscript workers, and 
others who had c hosen to leave Belgium as the 
British liberation army rolled forward. Even 
with this additional manpower, however, 
Langemarch was well under strength. Ii had 
been planned that the division would lake part 
in die December 1944 Ardennes offensive 
lor propaganda purposes; bin the advance 
had already begun to falter before ihev could be 
committed, and the division returned to the 
Eastern From. 





Remi Schrijnen, photographed 
in the rank of SS-Unterschar- 
fiihrer, was awarded the Knight's 
Cross on 21 September 1944 
for gallantry while continuing 
to man his anti-tank gun 
single-handed after he had 
been wounded and his 
crewmates killed. 



Flemish volunteers on parade, 
showing the distinctive TKfbs 
collar patch of the Langemarck 
in the cord-edged officer's 
version. (Josef Charita) 




By the end of January 1945 Langemarck was located around Stettin, 
and saw action al Stargard and Altdamm through February and March. 
Reduced to .1 battalion-strength battlegroup, ii was forced back over the 
riser Oder on L'n March, resting briefl) around Schwedi and re-anriing 
as tank-hunters, Beiween '.'< and 10 May the remnants of the division 
surrendered 10 the British in Mecklenburg. 

Special insignia 

Collar patches 

A rig] 1 1 hand collar patch featuring a three-legged swastika know n as the 
"Trifos*, originally designed foi the Standarte Nordwest, was worn l>\ 
men Of the brigade and division. 
Cufjbands 

An initial design bearing the insc ription 'prut, Legion Flandern' existed in 
machine-embroidered, machine-woven aluminium wire, and BeVb 
machine-woven formats. 

A later cullband with the title 'Langemarck' was manufactured in 
machine-woven aluminium thread, machine-embroidered rayon, and 
in BeVo machine-weave. An early local!) made Flemish version was 
rather crudch embroidered, the title spell either as Langemarck or 
Langenmarck - both versions appear in wartime photographs. 
Armshield 

A 'heater' shield bearing the blac k rampant lion of Flanders on a yellow- 
ground was worn on the left sleeve, normally just above the cuffband. 



A young Flemish SS-Sturmmann 
with the national arm shield - 
here a rather broad version - 
positioned between the sleeve 
eagle and rank chevron. 
(Josef Charita) 

RIGHT A soldier of the 
Sturmbrigade Langemarck on 
the Eastern Front, 1944. Apart 
from the Trifos collar patch, 
note that he still displays the 
SS-runes helmet decal, which 
was not applied to helmets at 
the factories after November 
1943. (Josef Charita) 
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ABOVE The Trifos collar patch, 
a three-legged version of the 
■sunwheel' type swastika; and 
the Flanders national armshield 
of a black lion rampant on a 
golden-yellow field - the exact 
proportions varied. 



RIGHT (Top) A rare BeVo 
machine-woven example of 
the cuffband for the Freiwilligen 
Legion Flandern, 1941-43; 
on the machine-embroidered 
version the abbreviation is 
'Frw.' rather than 'Freiw.' 
(Below) 'Langemarck' cuffband 
in flat-wire woven, BeVo 
machine-woven, and machine- 
embroidered formats. 



28. SS- FREIWILLIGEN GRENADIER 
DIVISION WALLONIEN 



Designations 

Summei mil 
June 1943 
October 1943 
October 1944 



(Wallonische) [ofanterie Bataillon 373 

SS-Sturmbrigade Wallonien 

5. SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade WaUonien 

28. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Division WaUonien 



Commanders 

May 1942 ObersUeutnant Lucien Lipped: Jam' /W3 SS-Obersturin- 
bannfuhrer Lucien Lippert; Feb 1944-May 1945 SS-Sttrrrnbannfuhrer 
Leon Degrelle 

Principal elements 

SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regimenl 69; SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Regimenl 70; SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regiment 71; SS-Fanzerjager 
Kompanie 28; plus Feb 1945, SS Freiwilligen Kompanie der SS 101 
(spanische) 

Campaigns 

Lnlike their Flt-mish fellow-countrymen, the Walloons of the French- 
speaking Belgian provinces were not at first considered sufficientl) 
'Germanic' for SS service. After the invasion of the USSR volunteers 
were accepted for die German Anns, however: and ihe leader ol ihe 
Walloon nationalist Christus Rex parly. Leon Degrelle, successfull) 
encouraged the formation Of a volunteer battalion. Initially about 1.200 
strong, the recruits left for Polish training ( amps in August 1942, and 
were soon designated (Wallonische ) Inlanierie Bataillon N'r.373. 
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ABOVE SS-Sturmbannfiihrer 
Oegrelle with members of the 
Sturmbrigade Wallonien on 
the Eastern Front. The Knight's 
Cross with Oakleaves dates 
this photograph after 27 August 
1944, when Hitler personally 
bestowed this decoration upon 
him - one of only two awards 
of the Oakleaves to foreign 
SS volunteers, the other being 
to the Estonian W-Staf Alfons 
Rebane of the 20. SS-Division. 
Under magnification the cuffband 
can be identified as Degrelle's 
unique hand-embroidered Gothic 
script example with the French 
language spelling 'Wallonie'. 
(Josef Charita) 

RIGHT April 1944: one of the 
banners of the Sturmbrigade 
Wallonien is paraded through 
Charleroi in an SdKfz 251 
armoured personnel carrier. 
Note the rather grim expressions 
of the crew - those who fought 
with the Germans in the East 
were far from universally 
popular with the civilian 
population of occupied Belgium. 
(Josef Charita) 



Although ol'lered a commission in view of his 
leadership of the Rexisl party, Degrelle chose to 
serve as a private soldier. After completing iis 
training the unit was committed to anti-partisan 
duties in Poland in Novemher 1 9-4 l-Fchruarv 
1942; ii was then attached to the 100. Jager 
Division. By May 19 12. Degrelle had risen through 
the NCO ranks, been commissioned I.euinanl 
and awarded both classes ol the Iron ( joss. 

After a brief period with the lis. [nfanterie 
Division, the battalion joined ihe 97. Jager 
Division on the southern sector ol the Russian 
Front, seeing fierce combai along the River Don 
and later in the Caucasus during the deep 
advances of summer 1942; b) December strength 
had been reduced to less than 200 men, I towever, 
Belgian replacements restored the unit to about 
1,600 strong by May 1943; and the following 
month it was transferred from the Army to the 
Waflen-SS and expanded into an assault brigade. 

lu September 1943 the men of the SS- 
Sturmbrigade Wallonien were in action in the 
Dnieper Bend alongside the Wiking Division; and 
in November they were among the 56,000 troops 
cul off in the Cherkassy (Korsun) Pocket, 
Fighting was extremely intense, and the Walloons were reduced from 
about 2.000 to some 630 men by February 1944. The brigade played a 
leading part in the break-out of thai mouth, but lost over a third ol 
its remaining strength. The commander was among those killed, and 
SS-S tubal Leon Degrelle - awarded the Knight's Cross on 20 February - 
appears to have replaced him at this date; he would continue to 
command until the end of the war. 

Aftei the briefest withdrawal to Germany, in April 1944 the rebuilt 
brigade was sent to help bolster the Narva front in the far north. The 




fierce defensive battles oi that summer involved so many foreign 
volunteer units thai Narva has been dubbed the Battle of the 
European SS\ In August Wallonien Foughl stubbornly as they were 
gradually pushed back from the 'Tannenberg Line', to Kambi, 
Dorpal and Noela to the Parna-Keerdu line. On 27 August, Degrelle 
was awarded the Oakleaves io the Knight's ( Iross; and a few days later 
SS-Ogruf Steiner, commanding III (germanische) SS-Panzer Korps, 
decorated 200 men of his brigade with the Iron Cross. 

In September— November 1944 the brigade refitted in 
Hanover and Brunswick, and was raised on paper to 
divisional status. Although ii received some armour, and the 
same kind ol influx oi motley replacements as l,angemarck, 
ii too remained far below true div isional strength, and had 
only aboui 1,000 combatants when, late in January 1945, ii 
was posted to the Oder fronl in Pomerania. In February, 
under 11. Panzei Armee, ii saw fierce defensive fighting 
around Stargard and Stettin, launching counter-attacks at 
Sireelow. Arnswalde and in the Linden llills. Some 1,200 
survivors were forced back to the Altdamm bridgehead on 
H March; after iis evacuation they were briefly rested and 
inadequately resupplied around Schwedl in the lasi week of 
the month. After holding pari of the 'Randow-Bruch' 
defensive line in April, a battalion-strength remnant 
succeeded in withdrawing into Schleswig-Holstein in early 
May; others surrendered further south, al Schwerin and 
Brandenburg. On K May, Degrelle - condemned to death in 
absentia b\ a Belgian court - made good his escape and Hew 
to Spain, where he lived openly until his death in 2000. 



Special insignia 

Collar patches 

The SS-runes were worn; despite illustrations, there is no evidence for 
the use of a patch with the Burgundian 'crossed t agged stal ls' motif, as 
c ,ii ried on the unit's banners. 
( ',uffband 

Leon Degrelle is known to have worn a cuffband with the title IVallonie' 
(French spelling) in hand-embroidered Gothic script, presumably a 
unique private purchase. A regulation cullband was authorised lor the 
division, bearing the title Wallonien' (German spelling). Although this 
was definitely manufactured and issued, photographic evidence ol its 
actual wear is sparse, 
Armshields 

Two distinct formats were worn on the left sleeve. The earlier Army type, 
ol ornate shape and machine-woven, had black yellow red vertical 
snipes beneath the word VVALLONIE* in yellow on a black panel 
(although the cullband used German spelling, the armshield retained 
this French form). The second, machine-embroidered Wallen-SS 
pattern was oi simpler shape. 
Edelweiss patch 

Although not a mountain unit, the Walloons had al one point been 
attached io an Army mountain formation (though not the 97. or 100. 
Divs, whic h werejager or light infantry divisions). Taking advantage ol 




SS-Untersturmfuhrer Leon Gillis 
displays the 'Wallonle' armshield 
of the first or Army pattern just 
below the sleeve eagle. Largely 
hidden here is the standard 
BeVo-weave cuffband. 




Wallonien 




TWo members of the 
Sturmbrigade on the Eastern 
Front; the SS-Sturmmann in 
the foreground wears the 
'Wallonie' armshield - apparently 
in the second or Waffen-SS 
version - on the left forearm. 
(Josef Charita) 



The Army pattern mountain 
troops' Edelweiss worn on 
the upper right sleeve. 




a regulation which permitted the wearing of the 
Edelweiss even after leaving .1 mountain unil if 
the right to wear ii had been honourably earned, 
the Walloons persisted in wearing the Army pattern 
Gebirgsjager patch on the upper right sleeve, 

Spanish SS Volunteer Companies 
101 & 102 

This verj small unil was the last remnant of the 
Spanish volunteer Division Azul. which earned a high reputation on 
the Russian Front between October 1941 and November 1943 as the 
Wehrmacht's 250. Infanierie Division (see MAA 103, (lermany's Spanish 
Volunteers 1911—15). Alter Clen Franco withdrew the division under 
Allied diplomatii pressure, a 1 ,500-strong 'Blue I egion' foughl on until 
March 1944 on the Narva front. The Blue Legion itself was then 
withdrawn, but a couple of hundred diehard antic tommunists insisted 
on remaining, passing on to the Waffen-SS order ol battle as SS 
Fretwilligen Kompanie 101 (spanische) - when formed in June 1944 it 
was originally named alter its barracks, at Stablark near Konigsberg. 
Even al thai stage some !">(> new voliuiteers from Spain made their wax 
in German recruiting offices, allowing the raising of Kompanie 102 al 
Stablack bj March 19 15. According to the Waffen-SS veterans' magazine 
Die Fmwillige, the- Spanish companies were dispersed. Commanded by 
W-Hstuf Miguel Ezquerra Sanchez, Kompanie 101 fought in the retreat 
through Pomerania in early 1(145 attached to the Wallonien Division. 
Ultimately Capt K/cuei 1 a's unit, at least, was attached to the Nordland 
Division, and fought in the final defensive battles in Berlin. The lew 
survivors ol those captured by the Soviets were no! released until 1954; 
Ezquerra himsell had managed to escape from his captors and. 
remarkably, succeeded in making his way back to Spain. No special 
insignia were authorised, but the armshield worn by the Blue Division 
continued in use. piobablv on the left upper sleeve: a gold-edged 
heraldic shield with red broad yellow red horizontal stripes, below 
gold lettering 'ESPANA', all on a black background. 



OPPOSITE First and second 
patterns of the 'Wallonie' 
armshield. 

BeVo machine-woven cuffband 
of the 28. SS-Div Wallonien, 
manufactured and worn in 
the late stages of the war. 



29. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 

DER SS (russische Nr.1) 



Designations 

September 1 943 

March 1944 
July 19 II 
August 1944? 



Russkaya Ovsoboditelnaya Narodnaya Armija 
(Russian People's Liberation Army). RON A 
Volksheer Brigade Kaminski 
SS-Sturmbrigade RONA 

29. Waffen Grenadier Division derSS (russische Nr.l) 



Insignia associated with the 29. 
W Gren Div der SS (russische 
Nr.1). The special collar patch 
(top) is believed to have been 
manufactured in at least proof 
form, but is not known ever to 
have been worn. (Left) Printed 
version of the RONA armshield, 
and (right) an original hand- 
made example of the type 
actually worn: black cross 
on white, red rim, field-grey 
background, white chain- 
stitched Cyrillic lettering. 




Commanders 

fan 1942-Atig 1944 Waffen-Brigadefuhrer Bronislav Kaminski 
Campaigns 

One (il the most notorious military rabbles in recent history, iliis 
'division' had i i s origins in November 1941 ai the town ol Lokot in 
the Bryansk region of the Ukraine, which was suffering from the 
depredations ol Soviet partisans and Rod Army stragglers. In [anuary 
19 12 the small self-defence militia formed in November came under the 
command of die deputy mayor, an engineer named Bronislav Kaminski. 
Well educated and multi-lingual, Kaminski had attracted the paranoid 
suspicion ol the Soviet authorities, and had emerged from one of the 
notorious gultzgs with a fanatical haired of the Communists. The 
Germans were happy l<> make use ol such men; by Marc h 1942 his 
militia numbered around 1,600, and in April the Lokot district was 
granted a limited autonomy. Under Kaminski's leadership the locals 
rooted out all partisan activity, and farmed their lands so successfully 
that they were able to provide substantia] food supplies to the ( Germans. 
Throughout the summer of 1942 Kaminski's militia operated with 
ruthless zeal alongside German and Hungarian security units, and by 
the end ol the year had expanded to a strength ol around 10,000 men. 

Under the patronage of Reichsleiter Allied 
Rosenberg, die Minister lor Eastern Territories, in 
Mav 1943 l.okoi was granted increased autonomy 
as a Bezirksverwaltung (District Administration). 
Around this time Kaminski began to lobby for the 
creation of a Russian Nazi Party, with his military 
force as its Russian 1'eople's Liberation Army 
(Russkaya Osv.obodilelnaya Narodnaya Anniya) or 
RONA ('POHA' in Cyrillic characters). Kaminski 
lived die life of a feudal warlord while his men 
lc " itedand killed at will. In the lace of a continuing 
regional threat from anything between 15,000 and 
25,000 partisans, he pressed every man he could 
find into his private army - conscripts, and 
'turned' Soviet prisoners and stragglers; the local 
core now represented only about a quarter of the 
total. The- RONA's atrocities increased, bill so did 
desertion, and a brutal discipline was enforced. 



POHfi 




4 Thts designation may have been retrospective and on paper only. 




Bronislav Kaminskl, commander 
of the notorious Kaminski 
Brigade, later designated the 
29. W Gren Div der SS (russische 
Nr.1). Although he displays an 
Iron Cross 1st Class and an 
Eastern Peoples (Ostvolk) 1st 
Class Award in Gold, the only 
actual insignia on his M1936- 
style tunic is the RONA 
armshield. His cap also lacks 
regulation insignia, but bears 
an oval Russian cockade on 
the band. 



Throughout spring and early summer 1943, 
RONA troops look pari in many anti-partisan 
sweeps alongside regular German and Hungarian 
units, as well as another group thai was becoming 
notorious For its barbarity - the Dirlewanger Brigade 
(see 86. Division below). B) June the RONA was 
organized as a brigade, with five regiments oi 
around 2,000 men each; and in July the Germans 
even provided Kaminski with 36 captured Soviet 
field guns and 24 T-84 tanks. However, following 
the German defeat at Kursk, in .September-October 
l'.M.'l the RONA was forced to retreat westward with 
its protectors, taking with it a huge train of (amp 
followers and livestock. Kaminski countered 
defeatist murmurings by publicly strangling an 
unreliable officer. 

By < ktober the R( )NA had withdrawn into daliria; 
and it was then thai one its pairons. SS-( Iruf Kuri von 
Gottberg, began to argue lor its absorption into the 
Waffen-SS. throughout the first hall of 1944 the 
RONA was employed in anti-partisan operations 
under control of a Kampfgruppe commanded by 
Gottberg, lis resemblance lo a migratory medieval 
horde made it hard lo estimate its lighting strength, 
but total numbers in its (amps are reported as 
anything up to 27,000 men and women. In July the unit was accepted 
into die Wallen-SS as SS-Sturinbrigade RONA. and Kaminski himself 
was commissioned Waffen-Brigadefuhrer. 

In August 104-1 perhaps 3,000 RONA men. with live tanks and a 
couple of 122mm guns, were sent to Warsaw to help put down the 
Polish I Ionic Army uprising; and it was there that Kaminski's gang 
reached depths oi depravity that offended even the SS. Deployed in the 
YVola and Ochta districts, they began a drunken orgy of rape, murder 
and pillage. Supposedly responsible lor die deaths of more than 10.000 
civilians, the) slaughtered patients at die Marie Curie Sklodowska 
Radium Institute; Kaminski himself apparently participated eagerly in 
the looting; and two young German servicewomen were reportedly 
among those raped and murdered. 

Kaminski and his senior henchmen were ordered lo report to the Lodz 
HQ of die Higher SS Police Leader. SS-Ogrul Erich von dem 
Bach-Zelewski, lor a conference; when the) arrived they were given a brisk 
drumhead courl martial, and shot. In order to avoid a mutiny Kaminski's 
death was reported as the result of a partisan ambush; the RONA was 
withdrawn from Warsaw, and disbanded dining September 1011. Some 
3,000-pIus men who were considered reliable were subsequentl) 
transferred t<> Neuhammei to join (.en Andrei Vlasoi 's Russian Liberation 
Army (ROA - Cyrillic POA). much to the dis»usi of die hitter's Gen 
Buniacenko*. the rest were put to work digging defences on the Oder 
front; their fate is unkni iwn. 



5 See MAA 147. Foreign Volunteers ollhe Wehrmachl 1941-J5. LIGen A.A.VIasov, the able commander otthe 
Volkhov Front south o! Leningrad, changed sides after being captured at the head ol 2nd Shock Army m July 1942. 
and eventually led some 50,00!) Russian ex-POWs under German sponsorship. After surrendering to US forces near 
Prague in May 1945 he was handed over to the Soviets, and his execution was announced in August 1946. 



Special insignia 

What photographic evidence exists lends to show a mixture of Russian and 
( ierman uniforms and insignia, hut no Waffen-SS items. Kaminski himseli 
seems to have worn no collar patches or sleeve eagle, but a (Ierman 
[leaked service cap with a Russian cockade only. An SS-siyle collar patch 
was designed and manufactured al some point, showing a Maltese cross 
and crossed swords, hut this does not appear ever to have been issued 
during the unit's ven brief existence as pan of ihe Waffen-SS. 
Armshield 

A left sleeve shield was widely worn: a while held bearing a black Maltese 
( toss, within a red bolder, below the Cyrillic letters POH.V in while - 
usually in chain Stitch - all on a field-grey background. Surviving genuine 
examples tend to be Crudely made. 



On completion ol their training, 
European foreign volunteer 
recruits for the Waffen-SS 
swear the oath of allegiance; the 
exact wording was sometimes 
altered for nationalities such 
as Scandinavians, Italians and 
Hungarians, who 'on paper' were 
accorded some semblance of 
national dignity. Note that at 
this stage no special national 
or unit insignia are worn. 
(Josef Charita) 



29. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 

DER SS (italienische Nr.1) 



Designations 

November I 1 .! Y.\ 

March 1944 

June 1944 
September 1944 

March 1945 



Italienische Kreiwilligen Yerhand 
Legione SS italiana 

1. Italienische l-'ieiu illigen Sturmbrigade 

la Brigala d'Assaho. Mili/a Antiata 

1. Sturmbrigade, Italienische Freiwilligen Legion 

9. Waffen Grenadier Brigade der SS 

(italienische Nr.] ) 

29. Waffen Grenadier Div ision der SS 
( italienische Nr.] ) 





Iarruolatevi hella legione 

^ ITALIANA 




Recruiting poster for the Italian 
SS - this type of image was 
produced in many different 
versions for display throughout 
occupied Europe. Note the blank 
right hand collar patch; other 
posters almost all showed 
different uniform/insignia 
combinations. 



Commanders 

? WJVVaffen-brigadefiihrer Pietro Mannelli; SS- 
Brigadefuhrer Peter Hansen; Oct-Dec 1943 
SS-Brigadefuhrer Gustav Lombard; ? 1944 SS- 
Brigadefiihrer Peter Hansen: SS-Standarten- 
tnlner Constantin Heldmann; ?— May 1945 SS- 
Obcrfiihrcr Enviu T/schoppe 

Principal elements 

Waffen Grenadier Regiment der SS 81; Waffen 
Grenadier Regiment der SS 82; SS Fusilier 
Bataillon 29 Debica; SS Panzerjager Abteilung 29; 
SSAitillerie Regiment 29; SS Pionier Kompanie 29 



Campaigns 

Following ihe Allied invasion of Sicily in July L943, 
King Victor Kmmaniiel of Italy dismissed the 
Fascisi government and ordered the arrest ol 
Benito Mussolini. Bj the time the .Allies landed 
on the mainland on September the new 
government of Gen Badoglio had already secretly 
agreed an armistice, which was declared on 8 
September. The substantial German forces in Italy 
immediately moved to disarm the Italian Army 
and occupy all key points. On 12 September, 
commandos led by SS-Stubaf Otto Skor/eny made 
a daring glider landing ai the mountaintop hotel on the (Iran Sasso 
where Mussolini was held, and spirited him oil lo Berlin. Hitler 
persuaded him to announce a new Fascisi regime, the Italian Socialist 
Republic (RSI), based in German-occupied northern Italy. 6 

On 24 September 194!?. Himmler announced the creation ol an 
Italian SS Legion, though not vet as a tactical unit of the VV'affen-SS (the 
term was used in rather the same sense as the 'Latvian Volunteer 
Legion' described in MAA 415). By December some 15,000 men had 
reportedly come forward; some were genuine Fasc ist volunteers, but 
others former inmates of prison and labour camps released to serve the 
German cause. During October about .'5.000 were seni to the Mimsingen 
training grounds in Germany and to an officer training school at 
Ferrara; during the wintet some H.tiOO all ranks were apparently under 
instruction, including a battalion trained at Debica in Poland which 
took that town's name. Many RSI units were being formed, changes of 
title were frequent, and the sources are confused over the manpower 
of those specifically intended for the SS. Training did not proceed 
smoothly, and a number of well-motivated volunteer officers resigned 
over mistreatment of the Italians by German personnel. 

The so-called 1st Assault brigade. Italian Armed Militia firs! saw 
action against Communist partisans in February 1944, with its two 
battalions named Debica and Vendetta. These would later become 
respectively I & II Btl. W Gren Regt der SS SI; and Debica would 
later slill be refilled SS Fusilier Bil 29. In March both battalions were 



6 See MAA 353. The Italian Amy 1940-45 (31: Italy 1943-45 
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sent to Bght against the 
Anglo-US landing forces al 
Anzio/Nettuno, split into 
dispersed companies de- 
ployed alongside German 
units - whose commanders 
later gave litem favourable 
reports. They took heavy 
losses. Vendetta suffering 
340 casualties front 650 

while lighting with 16. SS-Division units against the I'S .3rd Infantry 
Division in April. In recognition of their performance, on 3 May 
Hinimler declared these Italian troops to he fully integrated into 
the W.illen-SS. 

The Italian SS troops spent the second hall of 1944 dispersed lor anti- 
partisan duties all over northern Italy. In September, following the 
absorption ol other RSI units, they were collectively retitled as 9. Waffen 
Grenadier Brigade derSS (italienische Nr. 1), but (his unification was in 
name only and individual units continued to light dispersed, entirely on 
anti-partisan operations. In the last weeks of the war the brigade was 
officially upgraded as the '29. Waffen Grenadier Division, taking the 
vacant number of the former Kaminski Brigade. On ~M) April 1915 
the Debica bn was fortunate enough to surrender to I S forces 
at Gorgon/ola: the rest of the Italian SS were forced to surrender to 
partisans in early May, and many were reportedly executed more or less 
nut ol hand. 




Insignia associated with the 29. 
W Gren Div der SS (italienische 
Nr.1). The fasces collar emblem 
exists on both red and black 
wool patches. The metal arrows- 
and-yoke emblem pinned to a 
black patch has been attributed 
by different sources to either 
the Debica or Vendetta battalion. 



Special insignia 

Collar patches 

Photographs of these troops show a remarkable range of insignia on 
their mainly Italian uniforms (sometimes with German headgear), and 
their blurred unit organization has made details hard to confirm. The 
SS rank collar patches were worn, initially in silver, silver-grey or white 
metal on red underlay. These were sometimes in "mirrored' pairs and 
sometimes with a plain red right hand patch; there is also some evidence 
for individual wear of SS-runes on a red patch. After full VVaffen-SS 
integration, from 15 June 1944 black collar patches were ordered, and 
mirrored tank patches were no longer displayed. Many photographs 
show plain black right hand patches, and a few. SS-runes; others show 
red patches worn until at least winter 1944 45. A special black patch 
showing the Italian fasces motif - an axe tied into a bundle of rods, its 
head to the right - is also known, but there is no photographic proof of 
its being worn. Vet another motif was certainly added to black right hand 
patches by either the Debica or the Vendetta battalion - sources are 
contradictory; this was three splayed arrows, joined centrally by a yoke 
within a 'rope' circle, in while metal. 
Sleeve 6f cap eagles 

The Italian SS used a distinctive sleeve eagle, with the normal wreathed 
swastika replaced bv the fasces, axehead at bottom right. Ibis eagle 
existed in both silver hand-embroidery and silvcr-grev machine- 
embroidcrv. on boih red and black backgrounds. The same badge was 
manufactured in white metal for wear on the peaked cap. 



Waffen-SS pattern Italian 
armshield, in yellow with red 
details on a black background; 
no photographic evidence for 
its wear has yet surfaced. 





There is plentiful evidence for 
the wear of the Italian pattern 
SS eagle on both red and later 
black wool backgrounds as the 
left sleeve emblem, and in white 
metal as the upper cap badge. 



Annshicld 

An SS-sivlc sleeve shield was manufactured, wilh a 
yellow insei border and a vellow fasces molil 
(axehead at lop. to leli ) with red details, machine- 
embroidered on black cloth. However, there 
seems to be no photographic evidence for its wear 
h\ SS troops - nor lor that of another known type, 
a plain red/white/green tricolour shield with a 
narrow black border. 



30. WAFFEN GRENADIER 
DIVISION DER SS (russische Nr.2) 

Designations 

July 1944 
August 1944 



human 1 9 15 



Schutzmannschafl Brigade Siegling 
.'Id. Waffen Grenadier Division derSS 
(russische Nr.2) 

Waffen ( Ircnadicr Bi igadc der SS 
(wcissruthenische Nr. I ) 



Collar patch insignia associated 
with the 30. W Gren Div der SS 
(russische Nr.2). The Russian 
Orthodox cross is believed to 
have been both made and worn 
at least to some extent, as is 
the Trident of Vladimir; there 
is no photographic evidence 
for the issue or wear of either 
the wolf's head patch, or the 
buckler-and-Jc/ny'af associated 
with Tartar volunteers. 




Commander 

Alio- 1944- Mar /JWSS-Standartenfuhrer Hans Siegling 
Principal elements (October 1944) 

Waffen ( Irenadier Regiment derSS 75; Waffen Grenadier Regiment der 
SS 76; Waffen Grenadier Regimeni der SS 77: PWaffen Artillerie 
Regimeni der SS .HO (in )ulv the brigade is listed as having Artillerie and 
Panzerjager Abieilnngen. a Reiter Schwadron and service companies 
numbered 30) 

Campaigns 

By the time this formation was assembled in July 1911 it was already 
evident thai the Red Army - whose Operation 'Bagration' would very 
soon destroy Germany's Army Group Gentrc and force a vast westward 
salient into the Russian Front - could not be prevented From driving 
the Wehrmacht out ol Russia. Mosl of the Ukrainian, Belorussian 
and Russian volunteers or conscripts in German- 
controlled rear area securitv units therefore 
had little lo lose by retreating with their masters 
to escape Soviet vengeance; btn main ol these 
auxiliary police slill proved highly reluctant lo be 
transformed into battlefield units. 

About a do/en of these Schutzmannschafl 
('Schuma') battalions wen- brought together to 
form a brigade, and timing August this was 
absorbed into the YVaHen-SS and designated as a 
division. Four regiments were originally ordered 
formed, respectively from Schuma lit 1 57, 60, 61, & 
Polizei Gebiets Kommandantur Minsk: 62, 63, 64 
& PGR Glebokie l .ida: PGR Slusk. Baranovitski & 
Vilcika; and PGR Slonim & PoUzeifuhrer PripeL 




The Army pattern machine- 
woven armshield in red and 
white tor 'White Ruthenian' 
volunteers. 



Cavalry and artillery units were formed from Sehuma Btl 68 & 56. Man) 
ol these units Were already, grossly, understrength, however (Sehuma lltl 
61 had only 102 men): the formation was further weakened b) desertions, 
iiiul by at least one major mutiny by Ukrainian and Russian personnel of 
the first two regiments, which were harshly purged. 

In September 1944 the division was sent to Frame for anti-partisan 
Operations; it was fell thai service so far from home amid people 
speaking an alien language would discourage desertions, but this proved 
optimistic, and there was a steads drain of men who chose to go over to 
the French iiifK/nis despite these obstacles. During late 1944 the division 
loll back eastwards as the Allies advanced. In October il was reinforced 
when Rcgt 77 was formed from nil Muravev 8c Ost Btl 654, and the 
division was supposed to provide security for the Rhine crossings. In 
November personnel saw brief action against Gen de Latere 's 1st French 
Army advancing from the south before retreating to positions on the 
German/Swiss border. Reduced to Fewer than 4. ">()(> men. in January 
1945 the SOth was officially downgraded to a brigade (given the national 
suffix White Ruthenian'. after a German term for the Carpathian 
legion of the Ukraine). Almost simultaneously il was disbanded, the 
NCO cadre being posted to other Wallen-SS units and the remainder to 
(it'll Vlasov's ROA (see Russian '_".). Division, above). 



Special insignia 

Collar patches 

Several variants have been suggested. A patch with a version of the 
Russian Orthodox cross - a horizontal bar crossed by shorter bars 
near each end - was manufactured and is known to have been worn. 
The Ukrainian tryzub or 'Trident of Vladimir' design (see MAA 41"), 
14. Division) was made, and may have been worn. Patches featuring 
i espcclivelv a wolf's head motif, and a superimposed buckler and li/i/jiil 
knife, were also manufactured, but no evidence for then actual issue 
has been found. 
Armshield 

A machine-woven pattern is known: a while Field, with a while vertical 
Orthodox cross on a red central vertical Stripe, below a panel with the 
inscription 'Weissruthenien'. 

31. SS-FREI WILLIGEN GRENADIER 
DIVISION 

Designation 

October 1 944— May 1945 31. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Division 
Commanders 

Oct 1944-t 1945 SS-Brigadefuhrer Gustav Lombard; ? Feb 1945 SS- 
Brigadefiihi er VVillielm Trabandl 



Principal elements 

SS-Frehvilligen Grenadier Regiment 78; SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Reginicni 79; SS-Freiwilligen Pan/eijager Abieilung 31; SS-Artillerie 
Regiment 31: SS-Freiwilligen Aulklaruugs Abieilung 31: SS-Freiwilligen 



PionierAbteilung31 (plus Feb 19-15: SS-Fnv tiren Regt SO, Toli/ci Regt 
Brixcn' 'SS-Regt Schon'; SS-Fnv Fus Abi 31/AV Bu der SS Szalazi') 



Gustav Lombard, here seen 
as an SS-Standartenfiihrer, 
was a former cavalry regiment 
commander with the Florian 
Geyer Division who was 
promoted to major-general's 
rank and led 31. SS-Frw Gren 
Div in Hungary in winter 1944/45. 




Campaigns 

This division was formed predominantly from Hungarian Volks-deutsche 
conscripts, around a German cadre from the disbanded 2.'5. Division 
Kiniiti (see MAA 415). The rankers were of varied age and 
experience: about one-third younger than 19, and another third 
Hungarian Arm\ veterans over 10. I'ressganged, very short of uniforms 
and equipment, and mosdy non-Gennan speakers, ihev showed low 
morale in the face ol the ominous advance of the Red Army, and ihis was 
Httle improved even by assurances thai their families would he evacuated 
from threatened areas. 

Although their training and equipping was painfully slow, elements 
were deployed to escort the evacuation ol Civilian Yolksdcutschc across 
the Danube; and some 2,000 men formed Kampfgruppe Syr (later 
Regi 79), attached to the Arm) 's elite BrondenburgT)msioT\ in an attempt 
to hold up the approaching Soviets ai Titel. Less 
than half of the division's 14,000 men had yet 
received any weapons. From 26 October all 
attempts to provide training were abandoned and 
the hall-armed div ision was senl to hold defensive 
positions along an impossible 'M mile (60km) 
stretch of the Danube. A new Soviet offensive on 
7 November opened several weeks ol severe 
defensive lighting;: although the division was 
judged of minimal combat value, and repeated 
orders had to be given for the summary execution 
ol deserters, elements did make a successful 
defence of a Danube island near the historic 
battlefield of Mohacs. Under enormous pressure 
the 31. Division disintegrated into small battle- 
groups in the last week of November, 

Attempts were made to re-form it in mid- 
December, with 8,000-plus men assembled at 
Iiisenburg; a move to Lower Stvria for refitting 
had to be accomplished on foot due to lack of 
transport. Alter some anti-partisan activity, in 
March 1045 the remnant was attached to 
SS-kamptgruppe liabandt and reinforced with 
additional Kamplgruppen. It was never again a 
cohesive entity: and as the Red Army advanced 
into Austria in April the survivors, about five 
battalions strong, became dispersed once again. 
Some surrendered Lit Ivoniggrat/ in early May; 
others, trying to teac h the Western Allies, were 
hunted down bv Occh partisans. 

Special insignia 

None are known, although post-war fantasy 
pieces with the inscription 'Bdhmen-Miihren' were 
made. 




32. SS-FREIWILLIGEN 
GRENADIER DIVISION 
30 JANUAR 



SS-Standartenfiihrer Johannes 
Muhlcnkamp, commander of 
the 32. Frw Gren Div 30 Januar 
during January and February 
1945. Muhlenkamp had already 
had a distinguished career as 
a Panzer regiment commander 
with the elite 5. SS-Pz Div Wiking, 
and held the Oakleaves to the 
Knight's Cross. 



Designation 

[anuarv-Mav MM'i .">'-'. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Division 30 Januar 

Commanders 

Jan— Feb 1945 SS-Standartenfuhrer Johannes 
Muhlenkamp; Feb 1945 SS-Standartenfuhrer 
Joachim Richter; Irh-Mur 1945 SS-Ohei luhrcr 
Adolf Ax; Mar-May 1945 SS-Standartenfiihrer 
Hans kempin 

Principal elements 

SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regimcni NO; SS- 
Freiwilligen Grenadier Regiment 87 Falktr, 
SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regimen) NS: SS- 
Fusilier Abteilung 32; SS-Panzerjager Abteilung 
."■'J; SS-Freiwilligen Artillerie Regiment 32; SS-Flak 
Abteilung 32: SS-Pionier Abteilung '52 

Campaigns 

This verv short-lived formation vvas assembled in 
|anitarv 191") I'rom various units such as kampl- 
gruppe Sc hill and kampfgruppe kuimarck, 
padded out with personnel from SS training schools and recruit depots. 
It reached a reasonable si/e - around 12,000 men - before being 
committed to combat on the Oder front in February and March, ll 
suffered heavy casualties, the remnants being pushed back to the an a 
south-east of Berlin to light under '.). Artnee in the closing days of 
the war. In late April some elements fought their way out of a rapidly 
closing encirclement in the Spree river bend and retreated westwards, 
surrendering at Tangermunde in Mas, 

Special insignia 

None are known; cuflbands bearing the divisional title '30 Januar' 'are 
post-war fantas) piet es. 



33. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 
DER SS CHARLEMAGNE 
(franzozische Nr.1) 

Designations 

October 104:5 Franzosische SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regimen! 

November 1943 Franzosische SS-Freiwilligen Regiment 57 

July 1944 Franzosische SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade 



7 The title was taken from the date In 1933 when Hitler achieved power. 





Insignia of the 33. W Gren 
Div der SS Charlemagne. The 
standard SS-runes collar patch 
was universally worn in this 
formation; the 'Sword of St Joan' 
patch was never issued or worn. 
It is one of the quite numerous 
national variants which were 
designed and illustrated before 
the end of the war, and which 
may have been manufactured 
in small sample batches but 
never in any numbers, thus 
confusing the record for post- 
war researchers. 



August 1944 Waffen Grenadier Brigade der SS Charlemagne* 

(franzosische Nr. 1 ) 
February 1945 33. Waffen Grenadier Division derSS Charlemagne 

(fran/6/ische Nr. I ) 

Commanders 

Feb 1945 Waffen-Oberfuhrer Edgar Puaud; /v/,-.\/>r 1945 SS- 
Brigadefuhrer Dr Gustav Krukenberg; Apr-May 1945 SS-Standarten- 
fuhrer Waller Zimnierinann; May 1 C M5 YVaffen-I laupisturmfuhrer 
Henri Fenet 

Principal elements 

Waffen ( ircnadier Regiment der SS 57: WalTen ( Grenadier Regiment der 
SS 58; SS-Pan/enager Abieilung 33: SS-Artillerie Bataillon :!:!; 
SS-Pionier kompanie 33 

Campaigns 

Following the German invasion of die USSR in June 1941, right wing 
tactions in occupied France railed lor die creation ofa volunteer French 
legion lo fight in the East Some 5,800 ol about 13,000 applicants were 
initially accepted, and die First batch left lor training at Debica, Poland, 
in September 1941. Commanded by Col Roger Labonne, this Legion 
des Voluntaires Francais contre le Bolch£visme (LVF) was attached to 
the German Army as the two-battalion Reinforced Infantry Regiment 
638, which saw immediate combat when ii arrived with 7. Infanterie 
Division on the Moscow front in November. The LVF lost about halt its 
strength b\ February 1942, although some 1,400 replacements from 
France bad brought it up to three battalions. Pulled out of the line in 
March, the remaining two battalions (I & III) were used lot dispersed 
anti-partisan operations throughout 1942 and 1943, occasionally 
suffering significant casualties. In June 1943 the II l>il was re-raised. 
Col Edgar Puaud was appointed CO, and the unit was brought together 
under 286th Security Division. Meanwhile, continued signs of French 
willingness to enlist in pro-German units led Himmler to explore the 
possibility of taking French volunteers into the Waffen-SS. By January 
1943 a recruiting office had been sei up in Paris; in July the Vichy 
government authorized enlistments; and in November, the first bati hes 
of French officers and NCOs entered the Bad T6L2 and Posen training 
schools. This decision heralded the absorption of the LVF as the 
Franzosische SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regiment; the official date is 
variously reported, but the unit was in action against Soviet partisans in 
January-February 1944. 

When the Red Arm) launched its June 1944 offensive die regimen I 
distinguished itsell in furious defensive lighting. Withdrawn into 
Bohemia in July for rest and refining, it was renamed Franzosische 
SS-Freiwilligen Stunnbrigade Charlemagne, and subsequently deployed 
alongside the 18. SS-Division Hunt WesseL During August the unit look 
further heavy punishment in the Carpathian Mountains of Hungary, 
losing over 80 per cent its officers killed and 790 rankers dead or 

[continued on fitter .»>) 



8 Named alter Charles the Grea' (AD 761-814). crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 800. the mosl renowned ol the 
Caroiingian dynasty at Frankish kings. 



BELGIAN DIVISIONS 

1: SS-Unterscharfiihrer, 28. SS-Frw Gren Div Watlonien; Pomerania, spring 1945 

2: SS-Sturmann, Panzerjager Kompanie, 28. SS-Frw Gren D'w Wallonien; Pomerania, spring 1945 

3: SS-Schiitze, 27. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Div Langemarck; Altdamm bridgehead, March 1945 



B 




EASTERN FRONT. 1945 

Is SS-Hauptscharfiihrer, 31. SS-Frw Gren Div; Austria, March 1945 

2: SS-Untersturmfiihrer, SS- u.Polizei Fusilier Abt 35; Niesse front, April 1945 

3: SS-Scharfiihrer, schwere SS-Panzer Abteilung 502; Oder front, March 1945 



ITALIAN VOLUNTEERS 

1: Waffen-Sturmbannfiihrer, Legione SS Italiana, January 1944 

2: Schutze. 1. Italienische Frw Sturmbrigade; Nettuno front, April 1944 

3: Waffen-Scharfiihrer, 29. Waflen Gren Div der SS (italienische Nr.1); N.Italy, April 1945 



ANTI-PARTISAN UNITS 

1: SS-Rottenfuhrer, SS Sonderregiment Dirlewanger; Belorussia, June 1944 
2: Waffen-Hauptsturmfuhrer. SS-Sturmbrigade RONA; Warsaw, August 1944 
3: Schiitze, SS-Sturmbrigade RONA; Warsaw, August 1944 




DUTCH a FRENCH VOLUNTEERS 

1: SS-Oberscharfiihrer, SS-Pionier Kompanie 33; Berlin, April 1945 

2: Grenadier, 33. Waffen Gren Div der SS Charlemagne; Pomerania, February 1945 

3: SS-Unlerscharfiihrer, Landstorm Nederland; Holland, autumn 1944 



CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING. 1944-45 

1: SS-Schiitze, 38. SS-Gren Div Nibelungen; Upper Bavaria, May 1945 

2: SS-Rottenfiihrer, 32. SS-Frw Gren Div 30 Januar, '9th Army Pocket', April 1945 

3: SS-Funker, SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade Langemarck; Zhitomir, Russia, January 1 



wounded. (One source gives September 1944 as 



the date of the I VF's official disband men t. bul this 
may have been a retrospective announcement.) 

Rebuilt ai Wildflecken, the re titled Waffen 
( Irenadier Brigade Charlemagne received replace- 
ments from several sources, including men ol the 
Milice and other collaborators who had been 
obliged to leave France ahead of the Allied and 
Free French liberation forces. In February 1945 
ii received its final change of title, to the S3. 
\\ iff* n ( art nadii r Division this did mn r< \U : 1 an 




expansion to true divisional size, however, since 
il had Only some 7. 500 men. 

In mid-February die div ision was despatched to I lammei siein, 
Pomerania, where ii was struck by a massive Soviet assault and almost at 
once fragmented into three main elements. One battlegroup, under the 
div isional commander SS-Brigaf Dr ( lustav Krukenberg, fought its way to 
the Baltic coast and was fortunate enough to be shipped to Denmark, 
whence ii transferred to Neustrelitz in Mecklenburg. During March the 
other units, led by W-Oberf Puaud, were driven by the Red Arm) from 
successive positions near Hammerstein, Korlin and Kolberg. About 
3,200 survivors and replacements seem to have gathered at Neustrelitz 
and Wildflecken at the end of March. 

In April 1945 the divisional commander gave these Frenchmen the 
choice of being released from their oath, and about 800 drilled awav or 
were alloc ated to construction units. Krukenberg led the remainder to 
take pan in the defence of Berlin, as Kampfgruppe Charlemagne, 
attached lo the II. SS-Division Xorilland) identified units were 
Kampfbaiaillon 58, and SS-Bataillon Fenei under the former CO ol Regt 
57. Reportedly, KBtl 58 withdrew westwards in time to surrender with 
some Other elements to British forces at bad Kleinen and Wismar. In the 
last lew days of the war W-Hstuf Feuel's handful ol survivors proved 
themselves adept tank-killers in the shattered streets of die capital, the 
last 30-odd men surrendering near die Potsdamer rail station. 

Special insignia 

Collar /mil hes 

A special right hand patch showing 'the Sword of St Joan' Hanked 
by sprays of laurel was produced, bin there is no evidence lor its issue 
or wear. 
Cuffband 

A cuffband in BcYo weave witli the inscription 'Charlemagne' was 
manufactured, and is believed lo have been worn in limited numbers. 
Reports from surviving veterans suggest thai when supplies arrived the 



The Army-pattern machine- 
woven armshield with 'France' 
panel; and the later Waften-SS 
pattern with a broad black 
border. 



The BeVo machine-woven 
'Charlemagne' cuffband, briefly 
worn in small numbers at the 
end of the war, perhaps only by 
members of the assault engineer 
company. 






divisional commander insisted thai they could 
only be worn by men who had earned the right 
in battle. 

Armshieldi 

Two principal forms existed among a number of 
variants. The earliest, Army insignia was a heraldic 
shield with vertical snipes in blue/white red, 
below a black panel bearing "FRANK '.K' in while. 
The second, official Waffen-SS pattern is of 
plainer, round-bottomed shape and lacks the 
lettered panel. Photographs show the shield worn 
sometimes on the right upper sleeve, but more 
commonl) mi the left below die sleeve eagle. 

34. SS-FREIWILLIGEN 
DIVISION LANDSTORM 
NEDERLAND 



Designations 

( h tober 194:5 
November 1911 

Februan 1945 



I andstorm Nederland 
SS-Freiwilligen ( Grenadier 
brigade Landstorm Nederland 
.'■ I ss Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Division Landstorm Nederland 



Commanders 

Apr 1943-June 1944 SS-Hauptsturmfuhrer 
Friedrich Ziegler; June— Nov 1944 SS-Brigade- 
li'ihrei Jnrgen Wagner; Nov 1944-May /W5 SS- 
Oberfuhrer Martin Kohlroser 



A member of the SS- 
Feldgendarmerie detachment 
of Landstorm Nederland 
photographed during the 
surrender of the unit to Canadian 
troops at the Schuppen cigar 
factory in Veenendal, Holland, 
in May t945. The BeVo-woven 
cuffband can be seen clearly; 
but note that there is no Dutch 
national armshield. 



Principal elements 

SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Regimeni 83; SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Regiment N4: SS-Panzerjagei Abteilung Norduiest, SS-Flak Battalion 
Clingendaal 

Campaigns 

In Marc h 1943 this organization was formed f rom the Dutch territorial 
home defence force, the Landwacht Niederlande, under a cadre «>l 
German officers. That October it was brought under SS control, 
given a new title in German spelling, and reinforced bv dialling in 
3,500-plus members of the Dutch equivalent of the Allgemeine-SS. Ii 
was reportedly used for anti-Resistance operations in north-wesl 
Holland. In September 1944 some elements were attached to a 
Kampfgruppe under ( len I lans von Tettau and briefly deployed against 
the British 1st Airborne Division ai Arnhem. Although there was 
significant desertion by men unwilling to light the Western Allies, 
in November the L/nnlsliirm Nrrtrrkind was taken into the Waffen-SS 
order of battle as a brigade, then having a strength of around 7,000 
men. Various othx r Dutch personnel were added to the brigade until. 





SS-Brigadefiihrer Jiirgen 
Wagner, commander of 
Landstorm Nederland from 
June to November 1944. 



Designation 

February— MaA 1 945 



in February 1945, ii was redesignated on paper 
as a division. Ii saw no serious combat, and 
surrendered to Canadian troops ai Veenendaal 
in May 1945. 

Special insignia 

Collar patches 

A collar patch bearing either die- horizontal or 
vertical pattern 'VV'oHsangel' nine (sec MAA II"). 

Division) is believed to have been worn. 
Another, bearing a Flaming grenade, is confirmed 
by photographic evidence; the insignia of the 
original Landwacht, this was manufactured in 
both metal pin-on and embroidered forms, and 
was worn both on the righl collar and in plat e of 
the death's-head on the rap. 
( uffband 

A BeVo-woven cuffband bearing die inscription 
'Landstorm Nederland' is known lo have been 
issued .md worn. 
Armshield 

Dutch tricolour shields, as illustrated in MAA 
1 1") lor the 23. Division, were also worn h\ some 
personnel. 

35. SS- und POLIZEI 
GRENADIER DIVISION 



.'55. SS- und Polizei Grenadier Division 



Commanders 

Feb-Manh 1945 SS-Oberffihrer Johannes Wirth; Ma^-May 1945 SS- 
Standartenfuhrer Rudiger Pipkorn 



Principal elements 

SS- u.Polizei Grenadier Regiment 89; SS- u. Polizei Grenadier Regimeni 
ill): SS- u.POlizei Grenadier Regiment 91; SS- u.Polizei Fusilier Abteilung 
35; ss- u.Polizei Panzerjager Abteilung 35; SS- u.Polizei Artillerie 
Regimeni 35; SS- u.Polizei Pionier Abteilung 35 



Campaigns 

Despite its impressivel) comprehensive order of battle on paper, this was 
very much a 'last ditch' formation, and any units actually formed were 
probably understrengtb and under-equipped. Formation was ordered 
as late as Februarj 1945; ii was based on the staff of the Polizei Schule in 
Dresden, with a company from the SS-|unkerschule in Braunschweig, 
and lusilier, ami-lank, arlillerv and signals personnel from the Polizei 
Waffenschule at Hellerau. In March. SS-Polizei Schfltzen Regts 29 & 30 
were added. As Kampfgruppe Thurm, ii was senl into action in .April on 
the Niesse front south-east of Berlin; but on the 27th, Soviet troops 



Landstorm Nederland 



Collar patches worn by members 
of the Landstorm Nederland: 
the earlier vertical and later 
horizontal Wolfsangel rune, 
as also worn by the Frw Legion 
Nederland; and the flaming 
grenade patch of the original 
unit, peculiar to the Landstorm. 

The BeVo machine-woven 
'Landstorm Nederland' cuffband. 



overran the divisional HQ and SS-Staf Pipkorn was lulled. The division 
became fragmented, some dements reaching the Elbe to surrender to 
I s R>n es in the first three days of May, the others being captured l>\ the 
Red Army at Halbe on 7 May. 
No special insignia were worn. 



36. WAFFEN GRENADIER DIVISION 
DER SS 



Designations 

June 1940 

September 1940 
May 1943 
Decembei 19 I I 
February 1 9 15 



Wilddiebkommando Oranienburg 
SS-Sonderbataillon Dirlewanger 
SS-Sonderregimeni Dirlewanger 
SS-Sturmbrigade Dirlewanger 
36. Waffen Grenadier Div ision der SS 



Commanders 

\94Q-Feb 1945 SS-Oberfuhrer Dr Oskar Dirlewanger; Mar-May 1945 
SS-Brigadefuhrer Fritz Schmedes 

Principal elements ( 1944) 

Waffen Grenadier Regimen) der SS 72; Waffen Grenadier Regimeni der 
SS 73; Waffen Fusilier Kompanie 36; Waffen Artillerie Abteilung 36 

Campaigns 

This unit was rivalled in brutal depravity only by kaminski's ROXA. Its 
origins lav in a bizarre suggestion made to Miller thai a unit raised from 
convicted poachers would have the ideal fieldcrafl skills for hunting 
partisans. I le approved the idea, and a small penal company was formed 
on 15 June 1940 as the 'Oranienberg Poacher Commando', made up 
of criminal (non-political) prisoners enlisted from various prisons and 
concentration camps. In September, now about 300 strong, ii received 
equipment from the SS-Totenkopfverbande, and was renamed after its 
commander: 'SS Spec ial Battalion Dirlewanger'. This degenerate figure, 
who had been imprisoned for sex offences with a minor, nevertheless 
enjoyed high level protection as a former comrade ol recruitmenl chid 
SS-( >gruf Gottlob Berger. 



In October 1940 the unit was sent to occupied Poland for security 
duties; reports of atrocities began almost immediately, and continued 
throughout 1941, Rape and murder were accompanied bj looting, 
which is probably whai drew Dirlewanger's gang to the disapproving 
attention of the ss legal stafl and of SS-Ogrui Kruger, the Higher SS 
& Police Leader of the Generalgouvernement. Despite his friends in 
high places, Dirlewanger's unit - now an 'SS Special Regiment' - was 
transferred in January 1942 to Belorussia. Immediately upon arrival ii 
began recruiting locally for anti-partisan operations, upon which it was 
exclusively employed until November 1943, cementing its reputation 
for barbarity. 

Despite its notoriety the unit was expanded to two battalions in 
August 1942; and Dirlewanger himself was decorated for 'bravery' in 
Max and October. In January 1943 the unit was permitted collar patches 
and badges Of tank (normally forbidden to penal units). The original 
romantic concept of its being manned by poachers was long forgotten; 
it accepted riff-raff of all types - German and foreign, military and 
civilian - and in March 1943 service in the unit was offered as a means 
of 'redeeming' themselves to virtually all convicted felons. Disorder- 

liness extended to repeated shooting incidents between Russian 
and Lithuanian enlistees, and discipline was enforced b) physical 
brutality, even to officers. Large scale anti-partisan 
operations sometimes cost the unit significant 
casualties (some 800 in February— August 1948); a 
third battalion was then authorized. 

lor a briel period in November-December 
19 13 the regiment found itselfin front line combat 
under Arm) Group Centre, and suffered greatiy 
increased casualties, reducing it to about 260 men. 
Dirlewanger was then awarded the German Cross 
in Gold, a decoration second only to the Knight's 
Cross. His penal regiment was rebuilt in early 1944 
with convicts From German military prisons; l>\ 
February it counted 1.20b men. and in April 
another NOD replacements were allocated. Anti- 
partisan battles in Belorussia during Mas and June 
were followed In rearguard lighting dining the 
July retreat into Poland following the Red Army's 
( )peration 'Bagralion'. 

In August 1944. like Kaminski's renegade 
Russians. Dirlewanger's uncontrollable convicts 
recorded new depths of 'depravity when they were 
assigned to help crush the Warsaw uprising. They 
drank, raped and murdered their way through the 
Old Toxvn. slaughtering lighters and civilians alike 
without distinction of age or sex. It is repot ted that 
a staff officer sent to summon Dirlewanger before 
the overall operation commander. SS-Ogrul von 
dem Hat h-/.elcwski, was driven oil at gunpoint. 
Unlike Kaminski. Dirlewanger was not executed 
lor his atrocities, but received the ultimate 
at < olade - award ol the Knight's ( '.toss. 



SS-Oberfiihrer Dr Oskar 
Dirlewanger, probably the most 
repulsive figure to have tainted 
the rolls of the Knight's Cross. 
Imprisoned for two years in 1935 
for sexual offences, this former 
World War I and Freikorps 
comrade of SS-Ogruf Gottlob 
Berger was a 45-year-old colonel 
in the Allgemeine-SS reserve 
in 1940. when Berger secured 
him a lieutenant's commission 
in the Waffen-SS. He was then 
authorized to raise a unit of 
'poachers' - in fact, civilian and 
military criminals of all kinds - at 
Oranienburg, the SS-Totenkopf- 
verbande headquarters. Reports 
of his personal looting and 
atrocities in Poland attracted 
the attention of an SS judge 
advocate, Conrad Morgen, but 
Dirlewanger's friendship with 
Berger protected him even from 
the Higher SS & Police Leader 
for Poland, Friedrich Kriiger. 





Dirlewanger's men in action. At 
their post-war trials SS-Ogrufs 
Berger and Bach-Zelewski 
both denied that this unit - 
responsible (or the deaths 
of thousands ot civilians during 
the suppression of the Warsaw 
uprising - was part of the 
Waffen-SS. However, a text 
of August 1944 by Himmler 
himself clearly identified it as 
a Waffen-SS penal unit. That 
March, the chief judge advocate 
SS-Staf Bender had advised 
Himmler to send to Dlrlewanger 
only those military convicts 
rejected by the penal 500th 
SS Parachute Battalion. 



In laic August an uprising broke out in Slovakia; in September 
SS-Ogruf Berger was named Higher SS & Polit e Leader Slovakia, and 
in mid-October his protege's unit was transferred there. The 

Dil lewanijer regiment (weakened hv heavv iii al lark while en route) saw 
combat against the Slovak rebels around Biely Potok, Liptovska Osada 
and Treicy; although successful, die unit reportedly suffered a number 
of desertions. In November 1 944 permission was given lor some 
members to transfer to oilier Waffen-SS units, and strength was built up 
io brigade level with further drafts of criminals. 

In February 1945, while stationed in Hungary, the unit was redes- 
ignated as 36. Waffen Grenadier Division der SS, though in reality ii never 
reached anything like divisional strength. In that month Dirlewanger 
returned to German) lor hospital treatment, and was replaced by Fritz 
Si hmedes. The division rapidly crumbled under the impact of the Soviet 
spring offensive in April 1945, and many men deserted before it was 
encircled in the Halbe pocket. On about 29 April some elements were 
captured by the Red Army south-east of Berlin, and were summarily 
executed. A lew may have succeeded in surren- 
dering to US troops. There have been main 
rumours as to Dirlewanger's personal fate; recent 
forensic research suggests that lie was captured by 
Polish troops in June HI4"> and that, when his 
identity was discovered, he was beaten to death. 

Finally, it should be noted that in the closing 
stage of the war several Armv units were briefly 
attached to the 'Mx Division (e.g. (".ten Regt 1244, 
schwere Pzjr Aht liSI, and IV Abt Stansdorf I): 
there is no suggestion that these units were 
involved in any of the grisly war crimes committed 
by Dirlewanger's rabble. 



The collar patch of 
Dirlewanger's unit, known to 
have been manufactured and 
worn. It was only unique to this 
unit as a right hand patch; it 
was also worn, but in 'mirrored' 
pairs, by the lesser known 
Kampfgruppe Dora, which had 
no connection with Dirlewanger. 





Special insignia 

A righi hand collar patch depicting crossed rifles 
above a slick grenade was paired with conventional 
lefl hand rank patches. This was not in fact unique 
lo Dirlewanger's iroops: another small SS unit, 
Kampfgruppe Dora, wore the same patch. Ijiu on 
both collars in 'mirror image' style. 

37. SS-FREIWILLIGEN 
KAVALLERIE DIVISION 
LUTZOW 



Designation 

February-May 



945 37. SS-Freiwilligen 

Kavallerie Division Lutzow ' 



SS-Untersturmfuhrer 
Scherschel, from 37. SS-Frw Kav 
Div Lutzow, one of the several 
formations that had no special 
identifying insignia. This 1945 
portrait is Interesting in showing 
a late war M1943 cap with silver 
officer's crown piping and one- 
piece machine-embroidered 
insignia on a trapezoid patch; 
the tunic collar pressed open 
over a shirt collar and tie; and 
the use of an Army rather than 
SS pattern eagle on the sleeve. 



Commanders 

Irl' 1 94 5 SS-Oberfuhrer Waldemar Fegelein; Mai 
1945 SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer Kail Gesele; 
Mar— May 1945 SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer Rarl- 
I [einz Reitel 

Principal elements (projected) 

SS-Kavallerie Regiment 92; SS-Kavallerie 
Regiment 93; SS-Kavallerie Regiment 94; SS- 
Panzerjager Abteilung 37 (incl. I co Hetzers); 
SS-Artillerie Abteilung 37; SS-Aufklarungs 
Abteilung 37; SS-Pionier Abteilung 37 

Campaigns 

This division was Formed in early 1945 from 
those elements of 8. & 22. SS-Kav Divs Adrian 
Gtyer and Maria Theresia that had not been destroyed in Budapest, 
with the addition of various Hungarian and German stragglers, and 
teenage Hungarian Volksdeutsche conscripts. At first assembled at 
Bratislava as a new replacement depot for the SS cavalry, these troops 
were allocated on 19 Februar) to form the 37. Division, whic h took 
its place in the WaHen-SS order of battle on I March; the original 
commander was Hermann Fegelein's youngei brother, who had led 
a regiment in the i'lmitni Ccyn (see .MA A 404). It is unclear how 
many battalions were actually raised, bm the formation was certainly 
much understrength, inadequately trained and very poorly armed 
and equipped; transport was reportedly dependent upon teams of 
oxen. In laie March a Kampfgruppe of about 2,000 men. commanded 
by SS-Ostubaf Karl-Heinz Keitel (son of GFM Reitel), was despatched 
to the front ai Wiener-Neusiadl. and saw heavy combat around 
Puchberg as pari of l>. SS-Pan/er Arrnee. In early May the formation 
fell apart tinder relentless Soviet pressure, though remnants did succeed 



9 The honour title, awarded only on 19 Apnl 1945, commemorated LtGen Adolf Freiherr von Lutzow (1782-1834). 
the renowned cavalry officer who led a Frelkorps against the French in the Prussian War of Liberation, 1813-14. 



iii surrendering to US rathei than Soviei forces in Austria; i t s final 
strength was less than 200 men. 

No special insignia were authorized! manufactured or worn. 



38. SS-GRENADIER DIVISION 
NIBELUNGEN 



Designation 

March-Mav 1915 



:W. SS-Grenadier Div ision Nibelungen 



A former combat veteran of 
the Leibstandarte, one-time 
SS adjutant to Adolf Hitler, 
and latterly commandant of 
the SS-Junkerschule at Bad 
T6lz In Bavaria. SS-Obersturm- 
bannfuhrer Richard Schulze 
(who changed his name to 
Schulze-Kossens after the war) 
commanded the embryo 38. 
SS-GrenDiv Nibelungen during 
April 1945. 




Commanders 

May SS-Siandaricnliihrer I lans Kempin; Apr t5 ss-( )bersturmbann- 
fuhrer Richard Schulze; May /5^5SS-Gruppenfuhrer Martin Stange 

Principal elements (projected) 

SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment 95; SS-Panzergrenadier Regimeni 96; 
SS-Panzerjager Abieilung 38; SS-Artillerie Abieilung 38; SS-Pionier 
Abteilung 38 

Campaigns 

This 'lasi ditch' nnii was ordered formed in March 1945, around a tore 
ol" stall from ihc Sfv|unkcrsehulc al Bad Tolz in Bavaria, padded oul 
with remnants from oilier divisions including 6. Nord and 12. 
Hitlerjuff'nrl. By April, when Himmler sent a draft from his own escort 
halialion. ii had still only assembled fewer than .'{.000 men. This nucleus 
was committed to battle in mid-April against US troops in Upper 
Bavaria: after heavy lighting at I'asietten and Oberwossen, the 
survivors surrendered on H May, 

No special insignia were authorised oi worn; cuffbands bearing 
the title 'Nibelungen' in machine-embroidered or -woven form are 
post-war fantasy pieces. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN 
CONTINGENTS 



As well as those foreign Legions which 
evolved into the numbered Waffen-SS 
divisions, a number of other foreign units 
came under Waffen-SS control. Some 
were loo small to make anything but a 
propaganda contribution to the German 
war effort; and others were only nominally 
Waffen-SS units, transferred to SS control 
late in the war. Some Legions and other 
units are covered in photo captions Ol in 
the commentaries to colour Plate H.Others 
which should be noted are as follows: 



1 0 The honour title refers to a mythical race colebrated in the 1 1 th 
century German epic poem Ntbetungonlied. and in Richard Wagner's 
19th century opera cycle 



Osttiirkischer Waff en-verband der SS 

Commanders 

W 1943-Mar 1944 SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer Andreas Meyer-Mader; 
Mar-Apr 1944 SS-Hauptsturmfuhrer Billig; Apr-May 1944 SS- 
HauptsturmfQhrer I leTmann;Junf-Aug /944SS-Stuirnbanniuhrer Franz 
Liebermanii: Srjil-Oil I'HI SS-I lanptsiiit nilulirer Reiner Olzscha; 
Od-Dec I'M-/ WafFen-Standartenfuhrer 1 1. n un el Raschid Bey; Jan-May 
1945 SS-1 [auptsturmfuhrer Fursl 

Formed in Novembei 1943 as the Ostmanische SS-Division, iliis was 
divided into units known as Waffen-Gruppen. Four distinct areas were 
represented within the formation: Turkestan, Azerbaijan, Crimea and 
(del-Ural (Volga ratars). These units were composed of volunteers from 
the traditionally Muslim communities of the southern and eastern USSR 
- particularl) the Iiirkomcn. These peoples had no reason to feel loyally 
to die Communisi regime, and many volunteered lor service as soon as 
die ( .erman armies readied their regions. Although they were an epted 
into various local units attached to < .erman formations, ii was not until 
manpower shortages became critical thai the ss considered drawing 
upon their potential. 

In the course of its short life this force had no fewer than seven 
commanders, mostly relatively junior officers. It was one oi the less 
impressive volunteer formations, suffering from indiscipline and low 
morale, and the units tended to be dispersed for security duties on the 
lines of communication rather than employed in the front line. 

A BeVo-woven cuffband was produced bearing the title 'Ostturkischer 
Waffen-verband der SS' in grey lettering on - uniquely - a traditional 
Muslim green rather than a black base: but there is as yet no evidence 
that this was actually issued and worn. 

Legion Freies Indien/lndisches Freiwilligen Legion 

Commanders 

/line 1942-Atig I L >44 Oberslleutnant Kurt Krappc; Aug \944-May 1945 
ss-( >berfuhrer 1 leinz Bertling 



Insignia of the Ostturkischer 
Waffen-verband der SS. (Left 
to right) Armshields, in machine- 
woven form, for troops from 
Azerbaijan, the Urals, and 
Turkestan. These were certainly 
manufactured and worn. (Below) 
The cuffband, machine-woven 
in silver-grey on green, was 
manufactured but is thought 
never to have been issued. 
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Although the vast majority 
ot known photographs of the 
Legion Freies Indian show them 
wearing German Army tropical 
uniform with Army insignia, it 
is reported that a small number 
of photographs have recently 
emerged which confirm that SS 
uniform and insignia were also 
issued and worn to some extent, 
including the tiger's head collar 
patch. The right armshield worn 
on Army uniform was also 
retained on SS tunics. 



Subhas Chandra Bhose, an Indian nationalist politician 
who had been imprisoned by the British, made his waj to 
Berlin early in 194 1 . I lis oiler to raise a volunteer legion 
from Indian soldiers captured in North Africa was 
accepted; some 3.000 volunteers were eventually raised, 
and the Legion was officially formed in December 1942 
as (Indisches) Infanterie Regiment 950, widi one depot 
and three line battalions. Ii was not highly regarded, and 
was used For garrison dudes south of Bordeaux in 
occupied France until August 19-1-1. when ii was 
withdrawn to Germany and transferred to the YVafTcn-SS. 
(The return trip look over two months, and the unit 
came under repealed attack by French partisans while in 
transit. | From November 1944 until March 1945 the unit 
was stationed in Germany; as the war drew to a close the 
Legion attempted to reach Switzerland, but was captured 
by Free French and US troops. Handed over to the 
British, the personnel were shipped back to India and 
imprisoned. Due to the delicate political climate as 
Indian independence was negotiated, these men - like 
those of the Japanese-sponsored 'Indian National Army' 
also raised by Bhose - were treated leniently. 

In 1942-44 the unit wore German Army tropical 
uniform (with turbans For Sikh personnel) and all 
conventional insignia. A right sleeve armshield bore a 
natural-coloured leaping tiger motif superimposed on 
horizontal stripes of saffron/white/green, all below a while panel with 
'FREIES INDTEN 1 in black lettering; this was presumably retained alter 
transfer to the Waffen-SS. A special right hand collar patch displaying a 
tiger's head was manufactured, and recently discovered photographs 
confirm that it was definitely worn to some extent. The Germans 
permitted the introduction of a whole range or decorations by the so- 
called Committee For Free India; these Azad Hind awards were 
manufactured by the Austrian linn of Rudolf Souval. 

The Cossacks 

Germany had taken lull advantage of the hatred ol the Moscow regime 
Felt among main of the historically independent Cossac k communities. 
As earl) as August 1 94 1 the first entire ( <>s>a< k regiment of the Red Army 
came over to the VVehrmachl. and others followed, being attached to 
German units on an ad hoc basis and usually employed lor anti-partisan 
and line of communications securit) duties. In spring 1 943 the German 
Gen von PannwltZ assembled a Cossack division, based (with man) of 
their families) at Mielau in Poland. Deployed to Yugoslavia in September 
I'll."., this was later split into two divisions forming XIV Cossack Corps. 
A mixture of traditional and German Army c lothing was worn, with 
mixed insignia, and armshields identifying the traditional Hosts. At the 
beginning of 1945 the entire Cossack lone was transferred to the Waffen- 
SS as XV SS-Kosaken Kavallerie Korps, but this was a purer) administrative 
change and the troops continued to wear their old uniforms and insignia, 
(lor blither details see MAA 147. Finrign Yoliinlms of /he Wehrmacht 
1941-45, 0: MAA .'(('.I. Axis Cavalry in World War II. I 



THE PLATES 



A: VOLKSDEUTSCHE & RUSSIAN DIVISIONS 

A1: Waffen-Sturmmann, 24. Waffen Gebirgs 
(Karstjager) Division der SS; Austro-Yugoslav 
border, autumn 1944 

This junior NCO, hunting partisans in the mountains, wears 
the M1942 helmet, basic field-grey M1943 uniform, 
mountain boots, standard canvas gaiters and rifleman's field 
equipment, and carries the Kar98k rifle. The most interesting 
item is the mountain anorak, field-made from cotton duck 
Waffen-SS reversible camouflage-printed material, spring/ 
summer side outwards. This was not general issue, but a 
rare and desirable garment made up at unit level in imitation 
of the Army's mountain anorak (reversible from white to drab 
grey-brown or field grey), which was also used in small 
numbers by Waffen-SS Gebirgsjager. 
A2: Grenadier, 30. Waffen Grenadier Division 
der SS; Rhine front, winter 1944 
Nothing identifies this infantry private as a Russian volunteer; 
but just visible under his greatcoat are the plain black tunic 
collar patches worn by many foreign SS privates. His M1943 
'universal' field cap and uniform, and rifleman's field 
equipment, are standard issue. The greatcoat is the M1942 
with deep, enlarged collar. As well as his Kar98k and M1939 
'egg' grenade he carries the Panzerfaust 60 anti-tank 
weapon, issued in large numbers in the last months of 
the war. 

A3: Waffen-Obersturmfuhrer, Waffen Artillerie 
Regiment der SS 25; Neuhammer, spring 1945 

This Hungarian first lieutenant serving with the artillery unit of 
the 25. W Gren Div der SS Hunyadi at the Neuhammer 
training grounds wears typical officer's field dress, the 
service cap suggesting that he is not in the firing line. The 
Army-style M1936 tunic with dark green collar facing was 
still seen late in the war, but is worn here with rankers' issue 
M1943 trousers, gaiters and ankle boots. On his right collar 
is the distinctive 'H' patch of this division, edged - like the 
rank patch - with officers' aluminium thread cord; his 
shoulder straps of rank have the red-over-black double 
underlay of SS artillery. The use of a Hungarian national 
armshield cannot be confirmed from photographic evidence. 
His Army officer's field belt supports a P38 semi-automatic 
in a soft-shell holster, and he holds 10x50 binoculars. 

B: BELGIAN DIVISIONS 

B1: SS-Unterscharfuhrer, 28. SS-Freiwilligen 
Grenadier Division Wallonien; Pomerania, 
spring 1945 

This infantry NCO. a veteran of the German Army's Walloon 
volunteer regiment, wears the M1943 field cap, M1942 field 
blouse, M1943 trousers, and old 'dice shaker' marching 
boots. He has retained on his Waffen-SS jacket the Army- 
type Walloon armshield and Edelweiss right sleeve patch, 
and on his cap, the Army mountain troops' metal Edelweiss 
badge. On his left breast he wears the buttonhole ribbon of 
the Iron Cross 2nd Class, the Infantry Assault Badge, and 
the honour badge of the Belgian 'Rexist' party which 
provided many of the unit's early volunteers. His most 
recently issued items are the revolutionary Sturmgewehr 44 
('lvtP44'), and one set of triple pouches for its magazines - 
these were in short supply, like so much else by this date. 




SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Degrelle addresses members of 
the Sturmbrigade Wallonien during a parade in Charleroi 
in April 1944. Note that an Army mountain troops' metal 
Edelweiss badge is pinned to the side of Degrelle's field 
cap, with - unusually - the stem pointing towards the 
rear rather than the front. (Josef Charita) 

B2: SS-Sturmann, Panzerjager Kompanie, 28. 
SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier Division Wallonien; 
Pomerania, spring 1945 

The field-grey Panzer-cut vehicle uniform issued to Waffen- 
SS armoured assault gun crews in 1941 was later extended 
to Panzerjager and armoured Nebelwerfer crews, and to 
some crews of towed anti-tank guns, like this 75mm Pak 40 
gunner. He in fact wears the jacket of the vehicle uniform 
with standard issue M1943 trousers - a mismatch typical of 
this late date. The use of SS-rune collar patches by this 
'non-Germanic' unit was a contradiction of normal policy, 
but the tormation's commander Leon Degrelle was one of 
Hitler's particular favourites. The gunner wears the 
'Wallonien' cuffband; the Army mountain troops' Edelweiss 
right sleeve patch acquired before the unit passed into the 
Waffen-SS; but not, in this case, a national armshield. The 
M1942 woollen sweater was popular in the second half of 
the war. 

B3; SS-Schutze, 27. SS-Freiwilligen Grenadier 
Division Langemarck; Altdamm bridgehead, 
March 1945 

This Flemish infantryman on the Oder front wears several 
distinctive insignia on his M1943 field blouse. On his right 
collar is the 'Trifos' three-legged sunwheel swastika; on his 
left sleeve, the German-made version of the national 
armshield with a black lion on a yellow ground, above the 
'Langemarck' cuffband. Photographs show some divisional 
personnel issued with this type of 'Styrian' mountain gaiters 
- by this stage of the war men received whatever the 
stores could provide, and the old M1935 helmet was also 
reissued in large numbers. His Kar98k has the grenade- 
launcher attachments, and he carries a pair of grenade 
bags for its ammunition; its tools pouch is slung behind his 
right hip. 




Freshly decorated Walloon volunteers on parade; note the 
soldiers in the second and third ranks with Iron Crosses 
and War Merit Crosses worn from ribbons through their 
buttonholes - awards were only worn in this fashion on the 
day of presentation. In the second rank, far left, an Eastern 
Front Winter 1941/42 Medal is worn hanging from its ribbon 
pinned to the left breast pocket; no award would ever 
be worn in this fashion by German personnel, but it was 
a time-honoured practice under the Belgian, French and 
Spanish military traditions. (Josef Charita) 

C: EASTERN FRONT, 1945 

C1: SS-Hauptscharfiihrer, 31. SS-Freiwilligen 
Grenadier Division; Austria, March 1945 

This German sergeant-major is probably one of the cadre 
from the aborted 23. Div Kama who were transferred to 
provide some stiffening for the Hungarian Volksdeutsche 
conscripts of the half-trained 31, Division. Although 
weapons of all kinds were In short supply, the relative scale 
of issue of the StG44 was generous in 'Type 45' divisions 
such as this. This NCO displays his tunic collar folded over 
the collarless neck of one of several different patterns of 
sheepskin winter overjacket; he has also acquired late- 
manufacture padded winter reversible trousers in so-called 
'pea' pattern camouflage. 

C2: SS-Untersturmfiihrer, SS- und Polizei 
Fusilier Abteilung 35; Niesse front, April 1945 

This second lieutenant, leading a platoon in the fusilier 
(infantry reconnaissance) battalion of the 35. Div, betrays the 
mixed origins of a patchily equipped 'last ditch' division 
raised mainly from Police personnel. His M1935 helmet still 
has the Police national decal. The Army's M1942 field- 
grey/white reversible winter oversuit was superseded in the 
Waffen-SS by their own camouflage/white version from late 
1943; but the grey type was issued to second line units, 
including Police. The old MP28/II sub-machine gun was also 
seen in large numbers in Police units, which had low priority 
for the MP40. About the best thing this officer has managed 
to lay hands on is a pair of felt and leather winter boots. His 
light equipment, including the MP28 magazine pouch, is 
attached to the SS officer's belt with circular clasp buckle. 
C3: SS-Scharfiihrer, schwere SS-Panzer 
Abteilung 502; Oder front, March 1945 
Under his reversible camouflage tank crew overall (autumn 
side showing) this NCO wears a grey sweater, and the 



Waffen-SS black Panzer crew vehicle uniform, with the black 
version of the M1943 field cap; this has separate insignia, 
the eagle worn on the left side. The one-piece camouflage- 
printed overall introduced in January 1943 was not in 
production long, but was popular; although officially 
replaced by the two-piece, non-reversible, 'pea' pattern 
Panzer-cut suit early in 1944, it was used until the end of the 
war by those who could hang on to it. This 'King Tiger' tank 
commander - perhaps one of the few veterans of Kursk to 
survive this long - has added his uniform shoulder straps; 
though against regulations, this was commonly seen. 
The three SS heavy tank units equipped with the PzKw VI 
Tiger I, and later the Tiger II (Konigstiger), originated in a 
heavy company formed within each of the Panzer regiments 
of the 1 . Leibstandarte. 2. Das Reich and 3. Totenkopf Divs in 
winter 1942/43. In early 1944 the remnants of these formed 
the nucleus of, respectively, Heavy SS Tank Battalions (sSS- 
PzAbt) 101. 102 & 103, which were detached from the 
divisions and employed as assets of I & II SS-Panzer Korps. 
After heavy losses in Normandy the three units were retitled 
sSS-PzAbt 501, 502 & 503 in autumn 1944, and completed 
re-equipment with the Tiger II ausf B Kdnigstiger before being 
sent to the Eastern Front. This battalion was finally destroyed 
in the Halbe Pocket in late April 1945. 

D: ITALIAN VOLUNTEERS 

D1: Waffen-Sturmbannfiihrer, Legione SS 
Italian,-!. January 1944 

This major wears a Waffen-SS officer's service cap, but with 
the SS eagle and swastika replaced by an eagle gripping the 
Italian fasces. The rest of his uniform is standard Italian Army 
of the 1940 regulations, but with SS-pattern shoulder straps 
of rank, and 'mirrored' collar rank patches on red backing - 
as is the eagle-and-fasces left sleeve badge. His breast 
badge and medal ribbons identify him as a veteran of the 
Italian contingent on the Russian Front in 1941-42. 



WKriegsberichter 



Kuri Eggers 



The BeVo-weave version of the 'SS-Kriegsberichter' 
cuffband; and the later cuffband for the Kurt Eggers war 
correspondents regiment, in similar but not identical 
machine-woven format. 

This unit grew from a company to a full regiment, its 
dispersed companies serving with corps, and platoons with 
individual divisions (see also MAA 404, under Plate F3); 
personnel wore signals branch lemon-yellow Waffenfarbe 
piping. Cuffbands are known with the titles 'SS- 
Kriegsberichter Kp.\ 'SS-KB-Abtl.', SS-Kriegsberichter', 
and finally 'Kurt Eggers', following the award of the 
regimental honour title commemorating the death in action 
of that former editor of the SS periodical Das Schwarze 
Korps. The unit was commanded by SS-Standartenfuhrer 
Gunther D'Alquen, a subsequent editor. 



D2: Schiitze, 1. Italienische Freiwilligen 
Sturmbrigade; Nettuno front, April 1944 

This infantryman serves with the unit (in Italian. 1a Brigata 
d'Assalto, Miliza Armata, comprising the Debica and 
Vendetta battalions! whose courageous fighting in the Anzio 
campaign earned the Italian volunteers full integration into 
the Waffen-SS a few weeks later. He wears complete Italian 
Army clothing and equipment: the M1933 helmet. M1940 
continental uniform. M1929 camouflaged tent section 
worn as a poncho. M1891 bandolier. M1935 gasmask bag, 
M1939 dagger, and M 1891/1 938 Carcano carbine. The only 
identifying feature is the Italian eagle-and-fasces sleeve 
badge worked on red backing. If they were visible his collar 
patches would be red, probably blank on both sides. 
D3: Waffen-Scharfiihrer, 29. Waffen Grenadier 
Division der SS (italienische Nr.1); northern 
Italy, April 1945 

By this date the Italian partisan bands were strong, well- 
armed and bold, and their attacks tied down both German 
and RSI troops in large numbers. This NCO displays the SS 
decal on his Italian helmet. The M1941 Italian paratroop 
uniform - a collarless jacket with a 'Sahariana' chest design, 
and baggy trousers - was popular in the SS division, as 
throughout the RSI forces, but by no means universal; group 
photographs show great variety. The addition of German 
NCO collar Tresse presented problems, and photos show 
several different configurations, both long and abbreviated. 
The most usual collar patches were plain black on the right 
with rank on the left; shoulder straps were standard W-SS 
issue; but the Italian SS sleeve eagle was retained, on black 
backing. He has a Beretta M1938a sub-machine gun with 
triple magazine pouches, and a holstered Beretta M1934 
pistol on his RSI belt; the Italian Army 'tactical bag' is slung 
behind his left hip. 

E: ANT I- PARTISAN UNITS 

El: SS-Rottenfiihrer, SS Sonderregiment 
Dirlewanger; Belorussia, June 1944 

This infamous German penal unit was identified by the collar 
patch of crossed rifles over a grenade. There is nothing else 
remarkable about this corporal; he wears an M1940 field 
cap; M1942 field blouse open over an M1942 grey attached- 
collar shirt; M1943 trousers, canvas gaiters and ankle boots. 
His rifleman's equipment is supported by M1939 infantry T- 
straps, and he has an M1924 'stick' grenade thrust into 
his belt. 

E2: Waffen-Hauptsturmfiihrer, SS-Sturmbrigade 
RONA; Warsaw, August 1944 

Kaminski's officers wore a mixture of German and Russian 
items; during the unit's four-month existence as part of the 
Waffen-SS it is highly unlikely that any acquired SS 
uniforms or insignia. This captain wears a German Army 
officer's service cap with red piping, but not because he is 
an artilleryman - apparently red-piped Soviet and German 
caps were both favoured by RONA officers. The only 
insignia is an oval cockade in the old Russian national 
colours of white/blue/red. His German Army rankers' 
blouse, with the collar opened, bears Osttruppen junior 
officer's collar patches in black and silver, and the RONA 
armshield; photos show that by August 1944 officers were 
wearing German shoulder straps. His belt, breeches and 
boots are Russian. 




An SS-Unterscharfiihrer war correspondent sporting the 
'SS-Kriegsberichter' cuffband, and presumably attached to 
the Langemarck. Note the position of the Flemish national 
armshield on the forearm, and its rather sharper outline 
than that shown on page 10. (Josef Charita) 

E3: Schiitze, SS-Sturmbrigade RONA; Warsaw, 
August 1944 

RONA; Warsaw, August 1944 

This Russian renegade serving with the notorious Kaminski 
Brigade wears a mixture of German and Russian items. His 
M1943 field cap still has the Army insignia. His Army six- 
button M1943 field blouse is worn with old straight-leg 
M1940 trousers and ankle boots. The RONA armshield was 
widely seen; some men also wore the German system of 
black and white collar patches for Osttruppen, as here, but 
others wore none. The Tsarist-style shoulder straps originally 
issued to Russian volunteers were officially replaced in 
spring 1944 by German straps, but photos show that in 
August many RONA troops had none. Most of RONA's 
weapons were captured Soviet types; this light machine 
gunner has the Degtyarev DP28, with its magazine bag 
slung, and a holstered pistol. 

F: DUTCH & FRENCH VOLUNTEERS 

F1: SS-Oberscharfiihrer, SS-Pionier Kompanie 
33; Berlin, April 1945 

This veteran senior NCO of the 33. Charlemagne Division's 
assault engineer company wears a second pattern 
camouflage cover on his M1942 helmet: the M1942 
sweater; and the M1944 drab brownish-grey field uniform of 
waist-length blouse and matching trousers. His insignia are 
standard Waffen-SS pattern, including the second pattern 
national armshield; the 'Charlemagne' cuffband is known to 
have been worn (probably exclusively) by battle-proven 
members of this specific company. The decoration for 
single-handed destruction of a tank with hand-held 




An SS military police NCO guarding Allied prisoners 
captured in Normandy. Note the distinctive gorget plate 
worn on a flat-link chain around the neck, and the 'SS- 
Feldgendarmerie' cuffband. Initially these were men drafted 
in from the civil police services, but as the Waffen-SS 
expanded those without prior police experience were also 
accepted. Assigned at corps and divisional level in the field, 
their tasks were no different from those of their Army 
counterparts, except that the SS-Feldgendarmerie were 
not employed on the home front - within Germany, military 
policing was carried out by the Wehrmacht. (Josef Charita) 

weapons is worn on his right sleeve. He carries the StG44, 
and has a complete set of six pouches for it, supported by 
the canvas webbing 'Y'-straps often issued late in the war, 
F2: Grenadier, 33. Waffen Grenadier Division 
der SS Charlemagne; Pomerania, February 1945 
Nothing in his appearance identifies this rifleman as a French 
volunteer. He wears the M1944 winter outer suit of a fur- or 
fleece-lined hooded parka and padded overtrousers, with a 
woollen toque and camouflaged padded mittens with 
separate trigger-finger. The non-reversible parka differed 
from the M1942 Waffen-SS pattern (see MAA 401, Plate H2) 
in having a fully buttoned front rather than the less convenient 
half-buttoned pullover design; simpler unpleated chest 
pockets: and some examples were of a darker graphite-grey. 
A variant was also made up in Italian Army camouflage 
material. The grenade in his belt is the M1943 type. 
F3: SS-Unterscharfiihrer, Landstorm Nederland; 
Holland, autumn 1944 

The M1943 uniform is unremarkable, except for the flaming 
grenade badge used both on the cap band and on the right 
collar patch, and the 'Landstorm Nederland' cuffband of this 
territorial defence organization. This senior NCO is armed with 
an MP40; one set of magazine pouches and a map/despatch 
case on his belt are supported by M 1941 'Y'-straps. 

G: CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING, 1944-45 

G1: SS-Schiitze, 38. SS-Grenadier Division 
Nibelungen; Upper Bavaria, May 1945 

There was little uniformity in the appearance of Waffen-SS 
units in spring 1945. Even where camouflage clothing was 



available in store, it often went unissued in the chaotic final 
weeks, and many SS troops fought their last battles in field- 
grey or in their camouflaged padded winter jackets. This 
young rifleman wears a Waffen-SS M1931 Zeltbahn tent 
section folded as a poncho, summer side showing, over his 
M1944 field uniform. For lack of a cloth cover his helmet is 
roughly camouflaged with vehicle paints - a practice noted 
as early as June 1944 in Normandy. His main weapon is the 
powerful Panzerfaust 100 anti-tank projector. 
G2: SS-Ftottenfiihrer, 32. SS-Freiwilligen 
Grenadier Division 30 Januar; '9th Army 
Pocket', April 1945 

The two-piece non-reversible combat uniform in herring- 
bone twill material printed with the dotted so-called 'pea' 
camouflage pattern was introduced early in 1944, as an 
economy replacement for the reversible smocks made of 
waterproof cotton duck. Both types were in short supply, 
and the HBT suit was never produced in sufficient numbers. 
In September 1944 it was ordered that camouflage clothing 
was to be returned to stores when winter garments were 
issued, to be reissued in March 1945; but in many cases 
this was ignored. In the absence of winter items this corporal 
has retained his HBT suit and wears it over his M1943 
woollen uniform; he has broken another regulation by adding 
the SS sleeve eagle and his rank chevrons to the camouflage 
jacket. His weapon is the Walther-designed Gewehr 43 
semi-automatic rifle, but he has managed to acquire 
only two of the canvas belt pouches for its ten-round 
detachable magazines. 

G3: SS-Funker, SS-Freiwilligen Sturmbrigade 
Langemarck; Zhitomir, Russia, January 1944 

This signal company linesman wears the thin white outer 
parka shell and overtrousers that were intended to be worn 
in conjunction with the Waffen-SS M1942 (and later M1944j 
padded grey hooded parka uniforms. These shell garments 
were often seen worn over other types of winter clothing as 
snow camouflage. He also wears a double-button M1943 
field cap over a woollen toque, late model padded winter 
trigger-finger mittens, and felt and leather winter boots. The 
tools of his trade are a slung M1933 field telephone, and a 
signalman's repair kit; he carries only a holstered P08 for 
self-defence. 

H: 'NORDIC VOLUNTEERS 

H1i SS-Sturmmann, Finnisches Freiwilligen 
Bataillon der Waffen-SS, autumn 1941 

The recruitment of Finnish volunteers for an SS-Freiwilligen 
Bataillon Nordost began in June 1941; given Finland's 
recent sufferings at Soviet hands it is unsurprising that 
about 1,000 men rapidly enlisted on two-year contracts. In 
September 1941 the title was simplified to 'Finnish 
Volunteer Battalion'. By February 1942 the unit was trained 
and ready, and was attached to the 5. Div Wiking as III Btl, 
SS-lnl Regt Nordland, under the command of SS-Ostubaf 
Hans Collani. They fought well; but by spring 1943, when 
their tour of duty was coming to an end, Stalingrad had 
fallen and Germany's interests no longer seemed identical 
to Finland's. Sent home on leave, the volunteers were 
persuaded by their own government not to re-enlist, and 
the unit was disbanded. This medical orderly, equipped 
with pouches for dressings and a larger, slung canteen, 
wears the national armshield, below the orderly's snake- 



h ^Feldorendarmerie 



The silver-grey on black machine-woven cuffband of the 
SS-Feldgendarmerie. The grey on brown Army version, with 
the title 'Feldgendarmerie' machine-woven in Gothic script, 
was also very frequently worn by SS military police. 

and-staff badge; a cuffband with the unit name has been 
described but is not confirmed by photographs. 
H2: Legions-Unterscharfiihrer, Freiwilligen 
Legion Norwegen, summer 1942 

Recruiting for the SS Norwegian Volunteer Legion began in 
late June 1941, encouraged by the leader of the Nasjonal 
Samling (NS) party. Vidkun Quisling. By August the first 
volunteers for two-year contracts were training in Germany; 
many came from the Rijkshird, a uniformed movement 
equivalent to the German SA. Commanded by Legions- 
Stubaf A.Quist, the 1.200-strong unit arrived with the 2. 
SS-Inf Bde (mot.) on the Leningrad front in February 1942; it 
was later joined by two further companies, one raised from 
the Norwegian police, and transferred to the 1 . SS-Inf Bde 
(mot.). In May 1943 the Legion returned to Norway, and was 
disbanded in September; but many survivors joined the Regt 
Norge of the new 11. Div Nordland. 

It is reported that the Police component, led by Legions- 
Hstuf Jonas Lie, was styled as a Ski Company; and some 
legionaries were certainly photographed wearing this 
German Bergmutze cap. We have reconstructed the green 
Waffenfarbe of the mountain troops on this M1936 uniform; 
photographs confirm the rampant-lion-and-axe collar patch, 
and 'Legion Norwegen' cuffbands both with and without the 
prefix 'Frw.' in the title. A miniature Norwegian flag was worn 
below the sleeve eagle; but this cross-and-swords forearm 
badge of the Rijkshird was worn instead by former NS 
members in the Police company. 

H3: SS-Rottenfiihrer, Britisches Freikorps, 1944 

Probably the smallest of all national contingents, the BFC 
was never more than about 30 strong. This tawdry little 
group were enlisted in British and Commonwealth military 
and merchant marine prison camps in January-October 
1943, in return for alcohol, access to prostitutes and very 
limited freedom. Ill-disciplined, and in some cases of very 
low intelligence, they were more trouble than they were 
worth, and even their propaganda value was minimal. A 
section were trained as combat engineers; and a handful of 
men were briefly attached to the reconnaissance battalion of 
the 11. Div Nordland near Angermunde in March 1945. They 
were rejected (reportedly by the corps commander SS-Ogruf 
Felix Steiner, in person), and wandered pointlessly until they 
were captured or gave themselves up. Only one or possibly 
two British citizens did fight with Nordland in Berlin, The 
captured BFC survivors were tried, and served prison 
sentences suitable to their individual guilt." 



1 1 See Ronald Seth. Jackals ot the Reich |New English Library, 1972); Bender 
& Taylor. Uniforms, Organization & History ot the Watfen-SS, Vol.3 (Mountain 
View, California. 1972), pp.83-84. Uttlejohn, Foreign Legions ot the Third 
Reich, Vol 2 (San Jose. California, 1981) 



Despite its tiny size, an effort was clearly made to provide 
this squalid gang with a full set of special insignia; original 
examples do not survive, but a few clear wartime 
photographs confirm their use. This corporal wears M1942 
uniform with a single-button M1943 field cap. His right hand 
collar patch shows three left-facing heraldic 'lions' (leopards) 
passant guardant. A Union flag armshield is worn above a 
machine-embroidered cuffband bearing the Gothic-lettered 
English language title 'British Free Corps'. The BFC were 
issued P38 pistols, but no ammunition. 
H4: SS-Hauptscharfuhrer, Ersatzkompanie, Freikorps 
Danmark, autumn 1941 

Many Danish volunteers had already joined the Regt Nordland 
of the 5. Div Wiking before, in June 1941 , recruiting began for 
a Free Corps to fight in Russia. Denmark had strong right 
wing political parties, and many former soldiers came forward 
for two-year contracts. From August 1941 cadres from the 
Regt Nordland were transferred to help form a second 
battalion, including the Freikorps' commander from March 
1942, SS-Stubaf Christian von Schalburg. A battalion went 
into action in May 1 942 attached to 3. Div Totenkopf in the 
Demjansk Pocket, where Schalburg and many others fell. His 
replacement. SS-Staf von Lettow-Vorbeck from the Frw. 
Legion Flandern, was killed after only a week, and by August 
casualties had reached nearly 80 per cent. After a month's 
rest in Denmark the unit was back in Russia in October, some 
1,800 strong. Led by SS-Ostubaf K.B.Martinsen, it fought on 
the northern sector until May 1943, when it was withdrawn 
and disbanded; many survivors transferred into the Regt 
Danmark of the 1 1 . Div Nordland. 

This warrant officer wears the enlisted ranks' service cap 
with strap and stiffening removed, and an M1941 field 
blouse altered to a more officer-like appearance with 
a shortened skirt and sewn-down patch pockets. He is 
identified as one of the Wiking Div veteran cadre by his Iron 
Cross ribbon and Infantry Assault Badge. Just below the 
'Freikorps Danmark' cuffband are two Tresse cuff rings 
marking the appointment of company sergeant major 
'der Spiess'; and note the whistle cord. The SS-runes were 
the usual collar patch, but photographs confirm that this 
Danish flag motif was worn briefly, at least by this 
replacement training company. 




British Stee Corps 



Post-war copies of the collar patch and cuffband of the 
British Free Corps; no original examples are known to exist, 
but wartime paybook portraits and a few other photos 
confirm that these, and the Union flag armshield, were 
certainly manufactured and worn - see Plate H3. By this 
stage of the war it was unusual to see an SS cuffband 
in Gothic script, rather than the standard Latin lettering. 
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The Waffen-SS (4) 

24. to 38. Divisions, 
& Volunteer Legions 

In 1944-45 the Waffen-SS 
formed many nominal 
'divisions' from a motley range 
of sources, whose battlefield 
value was as varied as their 
backgrounds. The best were 
built around existing Western 
European volunteer regiments; 
some, raised from Central 
Europeans and Russians, were 
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morale; some were of negligible 
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rare photographs from private 
collections and meticulous 
colour artwork, this final title 
in our sequence details their 
organization, uniforms and 
insignia, and summarizes their 
battle records. 
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